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Presidente  

Tristan Roberts 

E: bogkinnie@hotmail.com  

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

Gary Lucas 

0400234721 

E: lucasgary@hotmail.com   

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 62652598  

Mob: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Commissione Membri  

Graham Mitchell  

Peter Lowe 

Rob Madigan 

Gary Lucas 

Stewart Peacock 

Matthew Keating 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

 

 

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 July to 30 June  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

Disclaimer  

 

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

 

 
 

Commissione 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

mailto:lucasgary@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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Blakeyôs Bit 

I have had to withdraw from 
Bathurst, as the chances of 
getting there looked too slim. 
Maybe next year.  
 
The next thing we have to 
look forward to in the compe-
tition line is our Supersprint 
meeting next March, but oth-
er clubs are running events, 
and there is another Basker-
ville 1000 coming in early 
November.  
A couple of social things to 
put in your calendar:  
 

 
Sunday drive to Lufra 

Sunday 8 November 

Contact Graham Mitchell 

0418 173 102 

End of Year Dinner    

Saturday 21 November  

Australian Italian Club  

Federal Street   

North Hobart  

 I hope this issue gets to you 
in a reasonable time; Iôm fin-
ishing it just before sloping 
off up North for a couple of 
days at the end of October. 
 
Motor sport has been thin on 
the ground this year, but CMI 
has done better than some 
clubs, with the Domain Hill-
climb and several of us run-
ning nags in the Baskerville 
1000. Darryl Bennett also ran 
his little Suzuki in the Lake 
Barrington hillclimb up north 
recently. 
 

climb, with 
Peter Lowe 
and Graham 
Mitchell shar-
ing the driv-
ing. As the 
Domain is 850 
territory, I 
entered in that 
car, finally 
managing to 
break 60 sec-
onds. In fact I 
managed to 
just get into 
the 58s, with a best of 58.97, 
somehow picking up the award 
for Driver of the Day in the 
process. I'd suggest this is all 
down to the car - it really is a 
joy to drive, particularly at the 
Domain where it's very well 
suited to the super tight and 
twisty stuff around the top. The 
trickiest section (likely for eve-
ryone else too) is just after the 
water tanks, where the combi-
nation of an off camber, poorly 
surfaced, bumpy corner just as 
you're trying to brake and turn 
left challenges a car with good 
suspension geometry and sane 
weight distribution. The 850 

has neither of those things but 
it is trying to shed less speed 
than everyone else and doesn't 
weigh a whole lot, so it does 
get a little (sometime a lot) 
jagged, but feels great anyway. 
 
So - what's next this year? 
We're looking at a social drive 
to the Lufra for lunch on Sun-
day 8 November, an awards 
dinner on 21 November, and 
then bidding farewell to 2020 
and hoping that we can run the 
Lufra Regularity Hillclimb in 
2021! 
Ciao 
Tristan 

Presidential Patter 
Buongiorno 

hƴ нф August, Rob Madigan, 
Graham Mitchell, Peter Lowe 
and I competed in the Basker-
ville 1000, in the sonorous 
but slightly naughty Alfa 75. 
For those who aren't aware, 
the event is for cars that cost 
less than $1000 to buy, and 
they have to complete a 6-
hour regularity - a time is 
nominated, and then the team 
of drivers have to try and 
match that time, for 6 hours. 
After an ignominious end to 
the last event (5 hours and 40 
minutes in), plus a fright on 
the morning of the event this 
time where the car missed 
practice after refusing to start 
in front of everyone, the team 
actually made it this time, 
greeting the chequered flag 
after 228 trouble-free laps. 
The celebration of being clas-
sified as finishers was so 
noisy that you'd think we had 
actually won something! 
 
The Baskerville 75 made an ap-
pearance again on Sunday 27 
September at the Domain Hill-
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Whatôs in a name?  Weber 

Advice and historical infor-
mation for this article came 
from Phil Buggee. 

The name óWeberô on your car-
burettors is a source of great 
pride for some motorists. Up 
until F1 went over to fuel injec-
tion, most, but not all race en-
gines after WW2 were fitted 
with Weber DCOE-style side-
draught carburettors. They were 
usually the carburettor of choice 
for the top engine builders. In 
fact, these carburettors are so 
good, even the Editor is putting 
a pair of them on his Fiat! 

The Italian, Edoardo Weber was 
born in Turin, on 29 November 
1889, being the product of a 
Swiss father with the skill and 
ability to produce textile ma-
chinery. Edoardo inherited a 
sense of engineering technology 
and the mechanical side of en-
gines from both his Father and 
Grandfather. In 1904 (age 15) 
he graduated from a technical 
college and eventually started 
working for the Fiat car factory 
in Turin, checking the quality of 
their engines in the factory, dur-
ing the First World War. By the 
end of the war he was consid-
ered an engine specialist and he 
had moved to a servicing/ deal-
ership for Fiats in Bologna. 
There was a severe shortage of 
petrol after the war, so it was 
sold at a very high price, when 
available. Edoardo was among 
the many specialists who were 
adapting petrol truck engines to 
run on kerosene, his by the aid 
of a conversion kit that used a 
vaporiser to improve the ignit-

ing of the kerosene as fuel, a 
fuel cost saving for the opera-
tor.   

In June 1920, Weber drove a 
Fiat 501 to third place at the 
óCircuit of Mugelloô ï an event 
where the 22-year-old Enzo 
Ferrarihad started his racing 
career, in an Isotta Fraschini. 
(Enzo failed to finish.) Weber 
was further convinced that fuel 
mixture control was a very 
common problem among the 
other race cars of that time. 

In a partnership with three oth-
ers, in 1923 he formed the com-
pany óFabbrica Italiana Carbu-
ratori Weberô in Bologna and 
began making bronze-bodied 
carburettors as part of a conver-
sion kit for Fiats. During this 
time, he eventually mastered the 
technique of die casting light 
metal materials for the wide 
range of quality carburettors he 
was by then making. The We-
ber company pioneered the use 
of two-stage, twin barrel carbu-
rettors, with two venturis of 
different sizes, the smaller one 
for low-speed running and the 
larger one optimised for high-
speed use. These carburettors 
were made to be easy to clean 
because there was a lot of dirt in 
the fuel at that time. They also 
had a choke mechanism, so that 

even a very cold engine could 
be easily started. The Weber 
carburettor was extremely pop-
ular but most especially with 
the taxi drivers who fitted it to 
their Fiat 501 taxis to dramati-
cally improve their fuel con-
sumption. 

On 28 September 1929, racer 
Mario Umberto Borzacchini, in 
a Maserati Typo V4 set a world 
speed record of 247.933 km/h, 
using Weber carburettors. This 
new engine was two straight 
eight engines, making it a su-
percharged V16 while sharing a 
common crankcase, but with the 
two crankshafts geared togeth-
er. The engine was a narrow vee 
of 25 degrees*, was very thirsty 
in races and rapidly wore out its 
rear tyres. The new world rec-
ord was very keenly celebrated 
with a dinner in Bologna, at-
tended by the cityôs top offi-
cials, the auto club members, 
the hero driver and also Enzo 
Ferrari. He took this opportuni-
ty to convince two wealthy 
businessmen, Alfredo Caniato 
and Mario Tadini to make the 
investment needed to help him 
establish Scuderia Ferrari.  

By this time, all Italian car mak-
ers were using Weber carburet-
tors on their cars. This was a 
trend that was to continue well 

36 dr3 007 

Weber Tipo 30 DR3ðearly 
brass carburettor 
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Bill Freame 

past Weberôs death in 1945. 
During the 1930s Weber started 
to produce twin-barrel carburet-
tors for racing applications, 
where both barrels and butter-
flies were of the same size. But 
also uniquely, they had two 
float chambers to provide a con-
stant fuel level despite centrifu-
gal forces when turning through 
bends. This would allow for one 
barrel to feed only one cylinder, 
requiring multiple carburettors 
synchronised to open all at the 
same time. This provided the 
best tuning control and perfor-
mance that the race cars and 
their drivers demanded. These 
were fitted to Maserati and Alfa 
Romeo engines of the time, in-
cluding feeding the super-
chargers on the 1938 Alfa Ro-
meo 8C race cars. There is 
speculation that Weber might 
have seen something like this 
during a visit to the Miller en-

gine dynamometer in the USA, 
where a Miller Indy engine was 
being tested with first four and 
then eight carburettors. Miller 
were the largest carburettor 
manufacturer in the US at that 
time. 

In 1937, Weber had a contract 
to be the exclusive supplier of 
carburettors to Fiat. This would 
require a new plant to be built 
and it was opened with great 
ceremony in Bologna on 21 
April 1940. This new factory 
provided work for 400 employ-
ees and had a kitchen, dining 
room and a health care clinic. 
During the very difficult war 
years, they grew vegetables in 
the field alongside the factory. 
These vegetables Weber al-
lowed his workers to take home 
to feed their families. The facto-
ry was protected(?) by anti-
aircraft guns during the war. In 
1943, when the Germans liber-

ated Mussolini, Weber was con-
vinced that the factory and 
equipment would be confiscated 
and transferred into Germany. 
Determined to protect his facto-
ry, Weber arranged to move 
most of his equipment into the 
Alfa Romeo plant in Milan, 
where production continued and 
thrived. Just as he had expected, 
when the Germans eventually 
left Bologna, all they left be-
hind of the Weber factory was 
the parking lot. But the Weber 
business had survived. 

In April 1945 Bologna was lib-
erated by the Americans and 
Mussolini was by then dead. 
Italy could start to slowly re-
build the businesses that had 
survived the bombing and 
fighting. Three weeks after Bo-
logna was liberated, 17 May 
1945, Edoardo Weber was lured 
from his home by three men in 

48 IDA, commonly used on Mazda Rotaries,  
55 DCO-SP Huge side-draught for large cylinder engines 
and Tipo 28 IMB6 as installed on twin cylinder Fiat 500s. 


