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From the Editor 
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First things first: Hilton White of 
Bridport has contacted me to ask if 
anyone knows where he can find a 
red Alfa Romeo—but not a 
Selespeed or a 159. That’s a pretty 
broad brief! 

In other news, there isn’t much. In 
fact, if I have as little as this to pub-
lish in the next issue, there probably 
won’t be one. 

What there is, however, is a selec-
tion of pics of a couple of Italian 
beauties that have come up for sale 
in the last few months. What they 
have in common is that they are 
built largely from Fiat parts. Norm 
Falkiner’s Stanguellini, which I 

photographed at Winton, can be 
yours for $120,000. Inquiries online 
at Harwood Motors.  

And there’s also the 1960/61Fiat-
Abarth 750 Zagato coupe. POA 
presumably.  

Details for this one at https://
www.facebook.com/
classicabarth/posts/
pfbid025nKA46P4qgSgJHVwh
TBpFRC9XezCcsxdmbPruWHd
iB1YAavu19HMWM49gHEzhS
Jql 

And the rest of the issue is taken 
up with a rant from me about a 
possible way to save tarmac ral-

lies from having all their teeth 
extracted in the name of safety. 

The review following the deaths 
in the last two Targa Tasmanias 
goes for 280 pages, and is very 
detailed. Although a lawyer 
friend of mine suggested that it 
raised about as many questions 
as it answered.  

In any case I have picked over it 
and made my own remarks and a 
suggestion about how tarmac 
rallies might be run in the future 
in a way that makes it work for 
everybody.  

Blakey’s Bit 

Presidential Patter 

We had a successful event at 
Baskerville on Sunday 26 
March. There were 48 entries 
although a few did not present 
on the day.  

Highlight of the event was the 
sound of Geoff Stevens’s Ferra-
ri F430 Challenge revving to 
lots in each gear,  the low point 
was another competitor’s en-

counter with a tyre wall, and 
outstanding effort was Kanon 
Lockett and Simon Lowell 
driving from Smithton, compet-
ing all day in the RX 8 and then 
driving home all in one day.  

That competitors will make 
that's effort, reflects on the ca-
pable efforts of all the Club 
volunteers who make it happen. 

Especially Peter Lowe, trapped 
behind computer screens mak-
ing the results happen and Da-
vid Button the secretary organ-
ising and coordinating.  

And many lovely pizzas for 

lunch. Ciao 

Graham 
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Fiat-Abarth 750 Zagato Coupe 

That’s one way of 
learning 
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Stanguellini Formula Junior 
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Baskerville Hillclimb/Supersprint 

We could hardly have wished for 
better weather for our hillclimb/
supersprint—an event format which 
must surely go down as one of the 
Club's best innovations.  

Unfortunately my own car went all 
sulky and refused to start on the 
day—a problem I have fixed, I 
hope—so I had to be Clerk of 
Course instead.  

There was pleasantly little to do in 
that role, as there were a stack of 
willing volunteers (thank you very 
much!) and all drivers were very 
well behaved. Everything ran like a 
well balanced Alfa engine, the big-
gest glitch, I think, being a battery 
change in the timing gear. 

In the afternoon there was a bit of 
excitement when a car slid into the 
bank on the way up the hill, but the 
bank came off worst, and after a bit 
of repair work on the tyre barrier 
and a lot of sweeping by the rescue 
and recovery crews we were able to 
get the car on the tow truck and get 
the event going again.  

 A great day in every way. 

The owner 

‘I just wanted to say thanks for such a great event yesterday!  Both Justin 
and myself had a great time in our Pulsar.’ Adrian Morrisby 

Above: Half the field awaits its turn on the hillclimb 

Below: The best presented car (Chris Wiggins’s Fiat 124 Sports Sedan) 
with the fastest Italian car (Geoff Stephens’s Ferrari 430 Stradale) 
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Philip Blake 
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Multi-million-dollar rubber/robot show 

I have just re-read the report of 
the Tarmac Rally Tribunal fol-
lowing the deaths of four com-
petitors in the last two Targa 
Tasmanias (and two in the previ-
ous 30 years). I knew three of 
those six people personally, and 
have competed in the event 24 
times as well as navigating once 
in the tour, and winning one of 
the competitions both as a driver 
and co-driver – so you could say 
I have some skin in the game.  

The original intent of Targa Tas-

mania was that it would be a 
‘multi-million dollar mobile mo-
tor show,’ and for a number of 
years it was, with an amazing 
range of cars and many competi-
tors just working to get a Targa 
Trophy for finishing every stage 
in a specified time. But some 
took the competitive part more 
seriously than anyone expected 
them to, and there was about one 

No more open cars ... 

Or vintage cars ... 

Or airborne cars 
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Philip Blake 

serious crash per year. The first 
death occurred in my third year 
in the event.  

This meant that the safety regu-
lations started to tighten up, so 
that before very long crews had 
to wear a race suit, full harness-
es, an FIA approved crash hel-
met, fireproof underwear, gloves 
and boots – all of which had a 
life and had to be replaced from 
time to time. It also meant that 

Not surprisingly the owners of 
those cars began to drift away. 
And more drifted away as the 
entry prices continued to rise. 
You won’t see a pre-1980 Ferra-
ri, Maserati, Lamborghini, As-
ton Martin or any other early 
supercar being driven in anger 
in the Classic competition – 
with the exception of Porsches, 
many of which are race-
prepared before entering their 

the car needed more safety 
equipment – in particular a roll 
cage. This was no problem for 
people like me who had built 
their car specifically for the 
event, but it was a big problem 
for someone with a valuable, 
original classic car; this problem 
was compounded by the fact 
that in Tasmania at least, fitting 
a full roll cage means the car is 
ineligible for full registration! 

No more pre-1980s Ferraris being driven in anger ... 

Full roll cage means  the car is ineligible for full registration 
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first Targa, because they are 
competition cars already. 
What’s in the Classic these 
days tends to be sedans and the 
less expensive sports cars from 
the classic era. Which are nice, 
but they’re not the only thing 
the spectators want to see.  

And where are the spectators? 
They used to turn out in thou-
sands. Not so much now. And 
they used to come to the over-
night car parks to watch the 
cars being worked on, and talk 
to the crews. But then we were-
n’t allowed to work on the cars 
in the overnight stops – pre-
sumably for health and safety 
reasons. (After breaking a 
windscreen,  the SES once made 
me drive out of the Burnie multi
-storey car park so that my co-
driver could pull out the back
window – a five-second job.) As
less spectators turned up to the
expos, there were fewer expos.

True, there are some spectators 
who enjoy the endless trains of 

WRXs, Nissan GTRs and 
Mitsubishi Lancers. At one time, 
only six of any one model were 
allowed. That no longer seems 
to apply. 

I find it all a bit gloomy. And 
more gloom is coming. Among 
the Tribunal’s recommendations 
are the addition of nine more 
struts to the basic roll cage, 

winged seats, foam in the doors, 
a plumbed-in fire extinguisher 
system, compulsory cameras in 
the car… 

I’m all for safety. I have had a 
few occasions to use my safety 
gear, as anyone who has read 
my book (Shit, that was close! – 
a life in near misses) will tell 
you. But I am seriously worried 

Multi-million-dollar rubber/robot show 

No more million-dollar Porsche  
Spyders 

No more dangerous stages 
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about being able to get out of a 
crashed car the size of mine that 
has winged seats and extra tubes 
in the roll cage. The Tribunal 
has thought of that: it will be 
necessary to prove you can get 
out of either side of the car from 
either seat within a certain time 
limit – that being based on the 
length of time it takes for your 
race suit to start smouldering.  

Now you could say – and I do – 
that we know the risks, and if we 
are prepared to take them it’s 
only our business – but the Tri-
bunal doesn’t agree. They quite 
reasonably point to the effect of 
a fatality on a lot of other peo-
ple: fellow competitors, first 
responders, and of course 
friends and family.  

But if Captain Cook had thought 
like that, we wouldn’t be having 
this discussion. And what if oth-
ers had thought like that? Yuri 
Gagarin.  The Wright brothers. 
Matthew Flinders. Douglas 
Mawson. Any member of the 
ADF. Emmeline Pankhurst. No-
bel Laureate Dr Barry Marshall 
(who drank a solution of Helico-
bacter Pylori to prove it caused 

stomach ulcers, and duly gave 
himself one).  

There are plenty more examples. 
Some people don’t mind taking 
the odd risk, tarmac rally drivers  
among them. A degree of risk is 
part of the attraction. Some will 
tell you that six fatalities is too 
many, and it is.  But it’s a dan-
gerous sport. And if six is too 
many, what about the 50 people 
killed on Tasmania’s roads last 
year while doing nothing riskier 
than driving from A to B? Or the 
six riders killed last year alone 
at the Isle of Man TT races – 
bringing the total to 266 in the 
event’s lifespan?  

You can make statistics tell you 
anything. But they have to be 
large enough figures to be repre-
sentative, or they are meaning-
less. For example, for the first 
30 years of Targa Tasmania, you 
could have made statistics tell 
you that a Mazda or a Porsche 
were bad choices of car because 
every death had occurred in one 
of those makes. Which is non-
sense, because the numbers were 
not big enough to draw that con-
clusion.  

The Tribunal has done its best to 
work out answers, and to make 
sure, in their words, that any 
crash is survivable. But the an-
swers are going to be very ex-
pensive and troublesome both 
for competitors and organisers.  

And I suspect that they are an-
swering the wrong questions.  

Cars are accelerating harder and 
going faster, and some are de-
signed for other specialties, 
which means impacts are poten-
tially bigger, drivers are less in 
control … so they are beefing up 
the cars’ interiors, seeking to 
improve the drivers’ skills, ban-
ning certain cars, shortening 
stages, removing long straights, 
eliminating crests and more.  

I think this is bolting the wrong 
stable door after the wrong horse 
has galloped down the drive.  

HOWEVER … I have a sugges-
tion. 

 The guidelines for the first Tar-
ga event, as laid out by John 
Large, Max Stahl and others, are 
shown on the next page.  

Philip Blake 

Silver Flag Hillclimb—He’s not going to 
weld a roll cage into that Ferrari 
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Multi-million-dollar rubber/robot show 

Interesting to tick off how many 
of these aims are still apparently 
in force:  

1. In its sanitised form, will it
be seriously challenging?

2. Does it represent the evolu-
tion of the sporting automo-
bile?

3. Does it still appeal to all
audiences?

4. Do serious collectors see it
as an essential activity?

5. It does keep Tasmania on
the map every year. At the
moment.

6. Is it sure of the enthusiasm
of the Tasmanian communi-
ty?

7. It certainly generates reve-
nue. But does it stage the
event in accordance with
these principles?

8. Job satisfaction comes and
goes. Only past and present
employees and volunteers
can answer number 8.

When the above principles were 
in force, one of the ways people 
were discouraged from over-
driving was to encourage them 
at the briefing to drive for a Tar-
ga Trophy. It rewarded fast, con-
sistent driving, as you had to 
finish every stage inside a target 

time. Jim Richards and Barry 
Oliver got a whole swag of them 
on the way to eight victories; 
while a few star drivers made 
several attempts to win the event 
without ever getting a Targa 
Trophy (or winning). 

And here is my suggestion. Why 
not run Targa Tasmania as a 
timed but non-competitive 
event, where participants can 
win a Targa Trophy at any of 
three levels: first-class, second-
class and third-class? First class 
would be the same as the exist-
ing Targa Trophy. Second class 
might be for crews who miss a 
time on one stage. Third for 
missing two stages. 

Some people wouldn’t like it. 
Former winner Matt Close once 
told me he couldn’t see the point 
of anyone driving for a Targa 
Trophy. I pointed out that every-
one has their limit, and some 
people might be happy driving 
below their limit and looking 
after the car to get a Targa Tro-
phy; for others a Targa Trophy 
might be as fast as they and their 
cars can go; while drivers like 
Matt were happier out on the 
edge.  

But a timed, non-competitive 
event has numerous advantages: 

It would mean the course could 
be used pretty much ‘as is’.  

It could mean – depending on 
regulations – that high levels of 
safety gear like roll cages would 
not be compulsory. 

Some early classic cars could 
return to the event—and the 
gold, platinum and diamond lev-
els are a great loyalty program.. 

Open cars could run again, 
which would open the door for 
vintage cars.  

A lower level of licence would 
be required. 

Insurance for the event would be 
cheaper. 

Entry fees should be cheaper. 

The step from the Tour up to the 
timed event would be a smaller 
one. 

Obviously, it would still be nec-
essary to earn the right to com-
pete by proving you can drive 
well and safely (rather than by 
proving you have a fat wallet). It 
would probably be necessary to 
impose a speed restriction, like 
130 km/h, and possibly modify 
some Targa Trophy times to 
suit. 

I would drive in an event like 
that, as long as it was affordable. 
And I know quite a lot of people 
in Tasmania alone who have 
wanted for years to take part in 
the event, but for whom both the 
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they were in action. It was run 
by a consortium of hoteliers, 
who provided excellent entry 
and accommodation packages at 
affordable prices. Safety rules 
were very limited. Helmets were 
not required, and people drove 
according to their own  equip-
ment and competence.  I think 
overtaking was not allowed, but 
if we caught someone or were 
caught, we just organised our-
selves. It worked, and despite 
me being a competitive person it 
remains one of the highlights of 
my motor sport career.  

Closer to home, CMI’s own Lu-
fra hillclimb has been run as a 
regularity event since its rebirth, 
and every year it brings out a 
large number of classic cars that 
never otherwise see any kind of 
competition.  

The comment of one CAMS 
steward’s wife was that it was 
the most civilised motor sport  
event she had ever attended.  

It’s a matter of providing a bet-
ter experience and better value 
for money. 

Philip Blake 

cost of entry and ever-higher 
equipment levels have been a 
barrier.  

The wowsers will still want to 
stop us, lies and misunderstand-
ings will still be circulated as 
fact on social media, ‘Over is 
over’ will be chanted at us, but 
there are more of us than there 
are of them.  

And the benefits to motor sport 
and to the State are enormous if 
Targa Tasmania can find its way 
again.  

Or we could look forward to a 
future where a rubber car driven 
by two robots is deemed the on-
ly safe way to compete.  

Author’s note: I have driven in a 
non-competitive untimed hill-
climb in Italy, the Silver Flag. It 
had the best collection of cars I 
have ever seen at an event, and 
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Tristan Roberts 

FOGARTY AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICES 

General repairs on all Makes & Models 

Specialists in Fiat, Lancia, BMW Alfa Romeo 
including spare parts supply 

Steve Caplice 

0418 148 608 

 18 Wellington St North Hobart 

North Hobart 7000 Ph: (03) 6234 8868 

 

Non-Urgent Ambulance 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Bookings: 1300 363 911
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
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