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Commissione 

Presidente  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050E:\\ 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Graham Mitchell  

Peter Lowe 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

John Madigan 

Rob Madigan 

 

Segretario sociale  

John Madigan 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMI’s AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

Disclaimer  

 

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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From the Editor 
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A few notes covering the past, 
present and future.  

We had a most enjoyable coun-
try drive in September from 
Moonah to Orford via Rekuna, 
Brandy Bottom and Levendale 
with some great driving roads. 
There were instructions to fol-

low and cryptic clues to identify. 
By now we will have run the 
Domain hillclimb, always a fan-
tastic event. Coming up at the 
November meeting will be the 
election of next year's commit-
tee. This is your chance to have 
input into our club: vote the cur-

rent group out, vote them back 
in, stand for a position your-
self—it is always healthy to 
have new input.  

Thanks 

 Graham 

Blakey’s Bit 

Presidential Patter 

In this issue I  have resisted the 
temptation to give you the 
whole story of the melted mael-
strom that lurked under the 
dashboard of my race car after 
our last Baskerville meeting. 
But there are hints.  

And there are still a lot of wires 
under there that as far as I can 
see aren’t doing anything—
except possibly planning more 
trouble. I’m not game to cut 
them off until I have everything 
working, 

The Historics are coming up, 
and at the moment I don’t have 
a tacho or an oil light, so I’ll 
either get them fixed or hope 
for the best. 

I’ve included the whole entry 
list, so have a look through at 
all the delicious cars, and look 
out for CMI members. There 
are quite a few of us.  

By the time you get this it will 
al be over, I guess. I hope that 
if you visited us in the pits we 
were hospitable! 

The Domain Hillclimb as usual 
was a great event, with a mas-
sive entry and a very good spir-
it among the competitors. I 
think that’s the main reason 
why so many people from other 
clubs come to our events, and 
help out with them. We never 
forget that we’re all there for 
fun. 

Above is another picture from the Winton Historics, sent to me by a 
friend, Ross Allen, whom we met there. And below is the VW he 
would like to run at the next Historic Winton. He wanted my opinion 
on whether they’d let him in. What do you think? (It’s a flatheadV8.) 
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Orford run—Graham Mitchell 

 

On Sunday 29 September,  11 
teams gathered for pre-event 
coffees for the navigation/
cryptic run to Orford. All the 
participants were given route 
instructions with 23 cryptic 
clues to identify along the way.  

I planned a route, little trav-
elled, which included some 
wonderful driving roads. The 
descent to Brandy Bottom, the 
steep hill-climb from Eldon up 
to Hungry Flats, and the sec-
tion from Whitefoord through 

to Runnymede being especially 
fun.  

Tasmaps and Google maps have 
a different attitude towards road 
signs depending on who puts 
them up. Same bit of road is 
either C313 or C312. This did 
cause confusion for some, but 
all made it to lunch at Orford.  

The winning team was once 
again the Lucas family – Gary, 
Gabrielle and Alex – with 21 
points. They have offered to 
organise the next one. In equal 
second were David Button with 
John Madigan and Franklin and 
AnnMaree Trouw with 19 
points. Kim and Mary Briggs 
with grandson Jake came in 
with 18, Alistair and Juanita 
Watson 16, Chris Edwards with 
Peter Shaw and Andre with Ra-
chel both on 15, James Edding-

ton (on his own) 12, Gary Forward and partner on 10, Nic with Ben 
on 9 while Austin was too busy enjoying the drive on his own to fill 
out the form and Calum Madigan, with his parents Rob and Fiona, 
was too busy adding to his licence logbook.  

All in all, a great day. 
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The Alfasud Saga part 5 

‘We’ll do one more lap!’ 

In late July, I was set to take 
some passengers for hot laps 
around Baskerville to show off 
the ‘new’ Sud’s capabilities.  

After a lot of work, I had the 
passenger side well equipped for 
humans, featuring a race seat, 
harness and footrest. I’d had a 
successful test drive the day be-
fore the event, and felt I was 
ready to hit the track! I then de-
cided to make one last change, 
adding a footrest in the driver’s 
side, as I was fed up dangling 
my left foot in the footwell. It 
was a straightforward install: 
simply had to screw it to the 
transmission tunnel, and job 
done! Or so I thought … 

As I left for the track, the gear-
box was making an awful noise; 
it sounded like it had straight-cut 
gears, which it doesn’t. Which 

indicated a very unhappy gear-
box. After a couple of kilome-
tres I pulled to the side of the 
road, took the front wheels off 
and had a good look at potential 
culprits, but to no avail. To add 
insult to injury, I damaged the 
thread in one of the wheel bolt 
holes in the hub. This experience 
was only a little bit heartbreak-
ing, as my week of work was 
just thrown out the window. For-
tunately, I have access to a spare 
race car! 

Once I was back home, feeling 
very flustered and in a hurry, I 
unpacked my Sud, and loaded 
up Dad’s red Sud. 

It was nice being back in Dad’s 
car after a few months out of it. 
It is much more civilised than 
the green car, it has a nice interi-
or, it’s quiet and bits don’t fall 
off after 20 minutes of driving 
(occasionally a problem in the 

green Sud). 

When I got to the track, a bit 
later than I had originally in-
tended, I was joined by our very 
own Club Captain Omar, who 
also happened to be a bit late!  

Before I went out, I witnessed 
someone put their clubman in 
the wall down the back straight. 
After that very real reminder of 
how quickly things can go 
wrong, I got in the car and began 
driving towards the pit lane. But 
the moment I reached the pit 
lane, the car cut out. No lights, 
no power, no nothing,  conven-
iently stopping in a spot that 
blocked anyone else from ac-
cessing the pit exit. In my panic, 
I tried to push the car to one 
side. While doing this, I tripped, 
fell, and bent one of the stalks 
behind the steering wheel. 

Witnessing my struggle, fellow 
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John Madigan 

CMI member James came over 
and helped push the little Alfa. 
Once it was out of the way, we 
tried to start it. First with a 
jumper pack, then with jumper 
leads running off James’s Audi, 
followed by a last-ditch effort to 
bump-start it, but all to no avail. 

Luckily, my family was coming 
out, and after they arrived, we 
turned around and went off to 
buy a new battery. An hour later 
the Alfa had life! 

After this fun little experience, it 
was smooth sailing. I took eve-
ryone who wanted a lap around 
the track out. In the final session 
of the day, I took a good school 
friend for a second session. As 
we were going around, the car 
was feeling good, and while I 
usually stick to five-lap ses-
sions, I offered ‘One more lap!’ 
to make it six. I knew this car 
was perfectly capable of doing 

This all started from one, unnec-
essary, untested modification to 
the green Sud. As it turned out, 
had I not installed that bloody 
footrest, I wouldn’t have used 
Dad’s car, which means Dad 
would still have a working race 
car (for a little while longer any-
way), which means we wouldn’t 
have to take the engine out, yet 
again! (After investigations a 
few days later, the green car’s 
whining gearbox was actually 
just the screws from the footrest 
vibrating off the side of the 
gearbox.) 

Thank you to James Eddington, 
for risking his very complicated 
German electrics to try to jump-
start the Alfa, also a huge thank-
you to Graham Mitchell for giv-
ing up his Sunday to come and 
rescue the car from Baskerville. 

The Sud Saga continues … 

more than five laps, so I had no 
concerns whatsoever. But as I 
came into the final corner of lap 
six, I hit the brakes a little later 
than I had been, just to scare my 
passenger that little bit more. 
But the moment I went to power 
out of the last corner, something 
felt strange, and almost immedi-
ately the oil pressure light came 
on. Straight away I shut the car 
off. There was no rattling yet, 
but I knew exactly what had 
happened. The oh so trouble-
some big end bearing had failed 
yet again. I was desperately 
hoping it was just a fluke, so I 
let it cool down in the pits for a 
while. After half an hour I 
couldn’t wait any longer, and 
restarted the car, but this just 
confirmed that it was indeed a 
big end failure, with some very 
subtle knocking in the bottom 
end. 

See next pages for John’s first foray into racing—these pics by CallanRS2000 Motorsport Media 
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TCRC Round 5 

After a year and a half of com-
peting in regularity I decided, 
with some encouragement from 
others, to try racing. So in the 
break between events,  I decided 
to make the step up into Im-
proved Production.  

I knew it was going to cost a bit 
of money, but I was surprised 
just how much I had to spend, so 
here is a run-down of cost to give 
you an idea: 

Race licence - $550, Medical - 
$150, Race gear - $300, Roll 
cage - $3,000 ,Tyres - $1000, 
Logbook - $130ish. 

This breakdown doesn’t include 
the development already put into 
the car, such as race seat, har-
ness, suspension etc. Nor does it 
include the eye-watering entry 
fee. To save a bit of money, I 
bought all the race apparel sec-
ond-hand, saving around $800. 
Tyres were also an area where I 
tried to save a bit, going with a 
14” tyre size as apposed to a 15”, 
saving $50 a tyre.  

My main takeaway from this is 
that ‘motor racing is expensive’; 
who would have thought! After 
emptying my bank account 
(literally) and developing a case 
of PTSD from the tight budget 
and time frame, I found myself 
on the Improved Production en-
try list for the 5th round of the 
Tasmanian Circuit Racing cham-
pionship.  

Before the event got under way, 
Darryl Bennett offered to save 
me a spot in the pits next to Mary 
White, creating a small team gar-
age. This gesture was greatly 
appreciated. 

The event started off with Friday 
practice. I had lots of anticipation 
leading into the event. It was my 
first time driving the car with a 
full roll cage, as well as trying 
the Yokohama AO50 semi-slick, 

‘The best semi-slick money 
can buy’. First impressions 
were good, the chassis feel-
ing even stiffer than before, 
and the tyres gripped like 
nothing else. I was feeling 
quite positive about my in-
vestment … until I saw the 
lap times: 1:08.1, a full sec-
ond off my pb! This did 
(and continues to) confuse 
me. I thought it might be the 
extra weight the cage 
brought in, but it’s not much 
heavier, since I took 20 kg 
of sound deadening out.  

Diagnosis: too much grip – 
apparently the car doesn’t 
have enough slip to power 
out of the corners. Despite 
how it feels, comparing the 
onboards between the AO50 
and the previous tyre I used 
(Federal 595 RSR), it’s 
plain to see.  

Saturday morning –  Quali-
fying was wet, which is 
good if you’re in an under-
powered car fitted with tyres 
that have too much grip. As 
the track started to dry out, 
the Sud began to punch 
above its weight, I was able 
to carry more speed than 
most through the turns, and 
the wet patches down the 
straight were of no concern 
to me. In the dying minutes, 
the track began to grip up. 
Unfortunately, on my final 
flying lap, a faster car over-
took me, impeding both of 
us. Frustratingly, this proved 
to be my fastest time. It left 
me one second off a Ford 
Escort, a car capable of go-
ing 6 seconds a lap faster on 
a dry circuit. Regardless, I 
was happy to qualify ahead 
of the last row. 

Race one – One difference 
in racing is standing starts, 

as opposed to rolling ones in 
regularity. Sounds simple 
enough, but let me tell you, try-
ing to remember your grid posi-
tion, and then having to find it, 
is more difficult than it sounds.  

My closest competitor this 
weekend was Mary White, who 
was driving a Mitsubishi Mi-
rage. I was able to qualify ahead 
of her, and I had had a sizable 
advantage through the corners, 
but she was capable of gobbling 
me up on the straights. On the 
race start, I went for an aggres-
sive strategy, moving to the in-
side of the track to deter any 
attacks through turn 1. I then 
focused on building a gap 
through the esses, even bother-
ing a few of the big boys, before 
reaching the hill, which was 
borderline depressing. My ag-
gressive start had worked, and I 
was able to finish ahead of 
Mary.    

Mary, not overly impressed with 
my previous start, was keen to 
make amends for race two. 

Lights out! I got the jump off 
the start, but the power of the 
Mirage allowed Mary to get 
ahead into the first corner. I 
managed to come out in front 
before the bottom of the hill, 
and we went side by side 
through Skyline, forcing me to 
go defensive for Calvins. I kept 
ahead leading onto the straight, 
but being so close, she was able 
to power ahead before the next 
corner. 

I spent the next three laps close-
ly following, at times getting 
alongside, but not ahead. 
Around lap 4, I got a good run 
out of Turn 1, and sent it around 
the outside of Mary, making the 
move stick, and keeping ahead 
for the rest of the lap. We would 
spend the next three or four laps 
trading places. I would build a 
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John Madigan 

gap through the first half of the 
lap, and Mary would reel me in 
down the straights. A great dis-
play of the strengths and weak-
nesses of the two different cars. 
we spent a lot of time side by 
side in that race. On the last lap, 
I got held up from a faster car 
coming to lap me, which left me 
vulnerable going down the back 
straight. I kept ahead going into 
the final corner, but she was 
close, and once Mary got the 
power down, there was nothing 
I could do but watch her pull 
away to the finish line.  

After the race, I couldn’t help 
but feel proud of what had just 
been achieved. Having such a 
great race made the cost, the 
time and struggle getting to the 
grid all worth it. Looking back 
on it, I get a great sense of joy 
(and a bit of adrenalin) from that 
day. 

Sunday was a bit more of a 
struggle for the little Alfa. It 
seemed to lose some power after 
the hiding it had copped the day 
before. Mary also put her race 
face on, finishing ahead of me in 
all three races. In race 4, there 
was a crash up ahead, which put 
oil down in the last corner. This 
helped me stay with Mary, but I 
couldn’t get close enough to 
make a move. Race 5 was much 

the same, but I was able to claw 
back some lap time to get into 
the mid 1:07s, still a few tenths 
off my pb. In the end, I finished 
the weekend 4th on points, with 
Mary coming home 3rd, out of 6 

entries in class.  

The takeaway from all this? 
Compared to regularity, racing 
is an expensive way to become 
a whole lot less competitive. 
However, very few forms of 
motorsport can compare to rac-
ing. The second race on Satur-
day was the most fun I’ve ever 
had in a car, and I believe it 
was worth every dollar!  

A huge thank-you to the follow-
ing people for helping create a 
bright green Italian race car, as 
well as supporting me during 
the race weekend: 

Darryl Bennett 

Steve Caplice 

Warwick Hughes 

Robert Madigan 

Graham Mitchell 

Stewart Peacock 

Daniel Spain 

Photos – CallanRS2000 Motor-
sport Media 
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My attempts to fix the  melted 
electrics in the OT 1600 lasted 
right up until the night before 
the Domain Hillclimb. 

At Lufra I had the electric fuel 
pump working, but it only 
turned off when the ignition was 
manually turned off—which is 
not good if you hit a tree. So on 
Rob McIntyre’s advice I bought 
a Peel CP30, a little gadget for 
turning the LPG off and on in 
gas-powered cars, and attempted 
to wire it up. My first attempt 
ended up with more melted wir-
ing, and then Lew Bush came in 
to give me a hand. This ended 
up taking two visits. Lew’s com-
ment: ‘It’s not completely right 
yet, but we’re not trying to fix 
anything else the night before 
race day.’ 

So I had no rev-counter and a 
leaky brake booster on the day, 
with a cheap digital speedo to 
keep me legal.  

But it ran. And ran well. The 
starters told me that on one of 
my take-offs, the front wheels 
were completely off the ground! 

So my disappointing times were 
down entirely to me. 

Son John (green Honda Civic) - 
who was four seconds faster 
than me at the time—suggested 
using ‘some third gear action’, 
which worked, with a time re-
duction of 1.5 seconds immedi-
ately, and another second after 
that.  

We could not have asked for 
better weather or a more capable 
and enthusiastic band of offi-
cials—especially when Adam 
Bloomfield hit a tree during the 
morning runs, injuring both him-
self and his car. (He escaped 
with minor injuries but needed 
some TLC.) 

Everybody waited patiently for 
the track to be cleared and Adam 
to go off to hospital, and then we 
were back in action. 

There was a day-long battle be-
tween Garry Griffiths and Stuart 
Benson, both in WRXs, with 
Benno coming out on top by the 
thickness of a turbo blade, and 
Garry taking Driver of the Day 
for his efforts. 

Thanks to efficient work by the 
organisers and a certain urgency 
on the part of competitors, we 
managed six runs, which was 
more than anyone could have 
expected.  

This was especially good con-
sidering the field—47 entries, 
with 45 turning up to compete! 

Domain Hillclimb—Philip Blake 

Mark Jones—- 1938 MG TA—
whose driving impressed the 

tough crowd at the top of the hill. 

Gary Lucas—Fiat Abarth 130 
TCStrada—2nd  class B  
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Domain Hillclimb Results 

Fulcrum Robotics  

Domain Hillclimb 
2024 

Results 
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Baskerville Historics competitors 
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Baskerville Historics competitors 
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2016 Ford GT—Philip Blake 

For Fathers’ Day this year my 
kids gave me something I was 
not expecting—a Lego Technic 
1/8 scale kit of the last Ford 
GT—the turbo V6 one.  

It has 1466 pieces, and some-
thing like 450 instructions, and 
the 3-week building process 
proved a bit addictive! 

The finished model looks a bit 
of a Frankenstein version of the 
original’s swooping beauty, but 
it does have a transparent engine 
with moving pistons and crank-
shaft, a working diff, steering, 
cockpit controlled rear wing, 
opening doors and working dou-
ble-wishbone suspension.  

(Cup is for scale) 
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Non-Urgent Ambulance 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Bookings: 1300 363 911 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
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