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Presidente  

Tristan Roberts  

E: bogkinnie@hotmail.com  

 

Segretario  

David Mitchell  

Ph: 0419 565 786  

E:  

david.mitchell@environment.tas 

.gov.au  

 

Tesoriere  

Keith Ellis  

ellisk@bigpond.com 

  

Club Capitano  

VACANTðexpressions of in-

terest sought 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 62652598  

E: cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E:  

robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Commissione Membri  

Graham Mitchell  

Jake Hill  

Kim Briggs  

Garth Newton 

Allan Van Dullemen 

Alex Ransley 

Graham Mitchell 

David Button 

Monty Reading 

 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

February through to December,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.15 pm and the  

social gathering follows at  

8.15pm. Drop in any night.  

In the North, Italian Car  

Enthusiasts (ICE) meet  

informally on the first  

Tuesday of each month at the  

Australian Italian Club, Pro-

spect, starting at 7.00 pm. Con-

tact  

Sabina Toscan at  

tasuniforms@bigpond.com.au  

 

CMIôs AGM is held at 7.00 pm  

on the first Tuesday of  

September at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

Cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

Commissione 
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VINAKA ALFA FIAT  

Vinaka Alfa Fiat  

1 Amy St Moonah 7008  

Ph: 03 6273 0628 Fax: 03 6273 5141 vinaka@netspace.net.au 

 

Sales, Service and Spare Parts 

Your Tasmanian Authorised Dealer for All of your Alfa Romeo, Fiat and Fiat Commercial Vehicle needs. 

The Fiat Professional range has the van you 
need to get the job done.  

Whether it be the powerful and hard working 
Fiat Ducato or the dependable and nimble Scu-
do, Fiat Commercial Vehicles make an    im-
pression.  

MEET THE ITALIAN WEIGHT-

LIFTING TEAM! 

GET THE ITALIAN WEIGHTLIFTING TEAM ON YOUR SIDE!  
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First of all, my apologies for the repetition 

of the awards page in the last issue. It will 

never happen again. Probably.  

In this issue we have a couple of cars for 

sale, and reports on recent club social 

events, which are always more frequent 

around the Christmas holidays.  

There is also a report on the Poatina Moun-

tain Race, which Monty Reading and I as-

saulted with the OT 1600, and Stephen 

Prattenôs final episode of the rebuild of his 

Honda S800. 

And after years of scratching along for 

transport, itôs nice to be travelling in style 

to events. Pic by Dave Button. 

Blakeyôs bit 

 

Club  Captainôs report 

There is still no club captain.  

 

And think about it like this:  

.":#& *5 *4/z5 #&$"64& /0-one has volunteered.  

 

.":#& *5z4 #&$"64& you )"7&/z5 70-6/5&&3&%O 
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Buongiorno. 

We're just about to enjoy our first 

motorsport event of the year, the 

Collinsvale Hillclimb, yet there 

have been so many events and fes-

tivals occurring that it feels like the 

Christmas break is well behind us. 

We've somehow already managed 

to enjoy a family day at Dru Point, 

a club trip to Bruny Island, Festa 

Italia, Rock the Vale and the Shan-

nons Car and Bike Expo, and there 

are many more events on the hori-

zon.  

The Bruny trip was a great oppor-

tunity for a group of us to explore 

the island in a gastronomic fashion 

(Jetty Cafe, Bruny Island Cheese 

Co, Berry Farm, Bruny Island Pre-

mium Wines), with some great side 

trips to Warwick and Maree 

Hughes' shed at Kettering 

(complete with Italian flag slice for 

morning tea) and their fabulous 

shack at Crackatinnie Bay. We also 

were extremely fortunate to enjoy 

the wonderful hospitality of Di 

Wilkinson at her gorgeous property 

Lumeah, which formed a most con-

venient and comfortable base for 

our activities. In the spirit of the 

club, Di even arranged to have her 

GTV6 on the island so that she 

could blow out the cobwebs, and in 

the process fell in love with the 

silver Alfa all over again. 

Back home, and I've managed to 

get the Urraco out a couple of times 

recently (for Festa Italia and Rock 

the Vale). I have also been sorting 

out the cooling system on the 

2300S, which has been a bit of a 

headache. The radiator was in need 

of a flush and service, but on refit-

ting it both the top and the bottom 

hose failed. I've sourced some re-

placements from eBay Italy - the 

top is a 

perfect 

fit, the 

bottom is 

still in 

transit 

(ie, fin-

gers 

crossed). 

I also 

think I've 

finally 

sourced a 

window 

winder mechanism for the Alfetta 

(thanks Jake), and plan to give the 

old girl a run at Collinsvale to en-

sure we have a decent Italian con-

tingent in attendance. Don't ask 

about the 850é 

Future events - well, it's been a 

while since we ran a Driver Train-

ing Day, so block out May 25th as 

we will run one at Baskerville un-

der Phil Blake's supervision (this 

will be in place of the regularity). 

Ciao 

Tristan 

COMING  EVENTS 

Collinsvale Hillclimb 

Sunday 16 March 

 

Devonport Motor ShowðVictoria Parade Foreshore 

Sunday 23 March 

 

Auto Italia Canberra 

Sunday 30 March 

 

I.C.E. Myrtle Park Picnic or Pasta day 

Sunday 27 April 

 

Targa Tasmania  

6 to 11 May 

PRESIDENTIAL PATTER 

Alfas at Phillip Island  

By Dave Button 
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FOR SALE  

1972 Fiat 125 Special B Sedan 

Reluctantly I have decided to sell 

my very original and rare Fiat. I 

am the second owner from new 

and have had lots of fun in the 

car since 1992. 

¶ Bare metal resprayðtwo-

pack factory olive green 

¶ New 2-litre Argenta motor 

with new Weber twin-throat 

carby 

¶ Regular maintenance both in 

Brisbane and Perth (by Kev 

Crowe) 

¶ As-new Michelin tyres on 

Cromodora rims 

¶ Body/interior in good origi-

nal condition apart from usu-

al cracked dash and minor 

cosmetics 

The only one for sale in Australia 

to my knowledge, and certainly the 

only one in this condition.  

Come and have a look and a test 

drive.  

Contact Geoffrey Monotti on 6398 

1988, or 0421 642166. 

$10,000 or reasonable offer 

Thatôs what a young friend said about the Lancia recently. (Even though it doesnôt look quite like this at 

the moment.) Still for sale, still$4000. Call 62652598 

óI didnôt know you had a Ferrari.ô  
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Festa Italia and Bruny Pics by Tristan Roberts 
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Family Day ï Dru Point 

 

CMIôs 2014 social calendar got off to a very laid-back start on 12 

January at Dru Point.   Club stalwarts were joined by a few new 

faces  on what was a beautiful summer day.   As expected there 

was a lot of talk about Italian cars, plans for the coming year and 

just general catching up on the Christmas holiday period.   

A nice range of newer and older cars were brought out for the day 

with Chris Edwardsôs 246 Dino and Michael Clarkôs Alfa Giulia 

Spider looking particularly good.   Michael Blakeôs RX8 and John 

Biernackiôs MR2 (rescued from a paddock and brought back to 

life) also attracted a lot of attention.  My two sons were thrilled to 

sit in both the MR2 and the Dino. 

A simple BBQ lunch was followed by pavlova and chocolate cake, 

which seemed to ease everyone into a lazy afternoon of more chat-

ting.   

A special thanks to Fiona, who did most of the work organising the 

day.  It is the second time we have held this event and we look for-

ward to doing it again next year. 

Robert Madigan 
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On 23 February Monty Reading 

and I took part in the first-ever 

Poatina Mountain Race. 

After a bit of work early on the 

Saturday (following the discov-

ery that my new ex-NASCAR 

springs were a little bit large and 

interfered with the wheels), we 

set off for Poatina, arriving just 

in time to check our pre-written 

pace notes by driving the Vinaka 

Scudo van up the hill.  

After a sighting run next day we 

set about our first serious run. In 

a 50-car entry comprised largely 

of late-model turbo cars and ear-

ly model muscle cars, we were 

not taking ourselves too serious-

ly. Peter and Debbie Heron were 

also there with the GTV6, which 

had a few cooling problems. 

The course is just over seven 

kilometres up the Poatina hill, 

on an excellent road, and in-

cludes seven hairpin bends as 

well as a few moderate straights 

and some fast bends; and it is 

quite steep. 

We drove alternate runs and had 

various little issues to sort out 

along the way.  First there was 

the darting: the car would lurch 

to one side under brakes, and 

consistently understeered to-

wards a rock wall on one right-

Poatina Mt. Race 
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hander. We worked out that this 

was loose wheel bearings. 

The brakes also drew themselves 

to our attention. They seemed to 

need a preliminary tap before 

they gave of their best (which 

was very good). This we put 

down to an air bubble or two in 

the system. It stayed the same all 

day.  

Among the other older small 

cars were two Ford Anglias, an 

early Corolla, and RX2 and a 

Gemini.  

When I was talking to 

Martin Bulk (Anglia) he 

gave me a nasty shock by 

revealing that his highest 

speed on the hill was 141 

km/h. This compared un-

favourably with our 111 

km/h. We got it up to 118 

later, but it is still a long 

way behind. Marty's car 

has a 1700 motor, by the 

way. 

The handling was OK,  

even when we over-

stepped the limit a couple 

of times, so the springs 

were a success.  

The shocking shudder on takeoff 

was still there despite re-welded 

gearbox mounts. I think itôs time 

the motor came out again.  

On the very last run, when we 

were really steaming up the hill, 

the motor seemed to go óflat.ô It 

did not lose a cylinder, but  the 

edge went off it and that run was 

ten seconds slower. And when 

we arrived back at the bottom of 

the hill, the clutch moaned every 

time I pushed the pedal in. This 

confirmed our intention to take 

the motor out again.  

We got seven runs in all, which 

was a pretty good effort for such 

a long hill. 

Montyôs best time was three sec-

onds quicker than mine (which I 

set on my first run), but I have a 

long line of excuses for that. 

Some are very good.  

The pics are by Tim Jones, Gar-

ry Griffiths and Hobart Imaging. 

Philip Blake 


