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Presidente  

Peter Lowe 

E: lowepm01@gmail.com  

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

David Mitchell 

E:david.mitchell@environment.tas 

.gov.au  

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 62652598  

Mob: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Commissione Membri  

Graham Mitchell  

Tristan Roberts 

Garth Newton 

Monty Reading 

 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.15 pm and the  

social gathering follows at  

8.15 pm. Drop in any night.  

In the North, Italian Car  

Enthusiasts (ICE) meet  

informally on the first  

Tuesday of each month at the  

Australian Italian Club, Pro-

spect, starting at 7.00 pm. Con-

tact Sabina Toscan at  

tasuniforms@bigpond.com.au  

 

CMI’s AGM is held at 7.00 pm  

on the first Tuesday of  

September at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

Cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

Commissione 



2  November/December 2015 

 

 

 

VINAKA ALFA FIAT 

Vinaka Alfa Fiat  

1 Amy St Moonah 7008  

Ph: 03 6273 0628 Fax: 03 6273 5141 vinaka@netspace.net.au 

 

Sales, Service and Spare Parts 

Your Tasmanian Authorised Dealer for All of your Alfa Romeo, Fiat and Fiat Commercial Vehicle needs.  

The Fiat Professional range has the van you 
need to get the job done.  

Whether it be the powerful and hard working 
Fiat Ducato or the dependable and nimble Scu-
do, Fiat Commercial Vehicles make an    im-
pression.  

MEET THE ITALIAN WEIGHT-

LIFTING TEAM! 

GET THE ITALIAN WEIGHTLIFTING TEAM ON YOUR SIDE!  
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After the Domain Hillclimb I had 

the opportunity to drive the Lam-

borghini Urraco zero car back to 

Tristan’s house in Taroona, which 

was an experience. And one that 

you can read about in the RACT 

Journeys magazine in February. 

I haven’t put every event from the 

CAMS calendar in ‘coming events’, 

so have a look in it for anything 

This issue of Veloce Nota is largely 

written by me, in the absence of 

any other contributions apart from 

the ever-reliable President.  

So if you don’t like it, you’d better 

get writing. And even if you do 

like, it, you’d better get writing—

because I am surely not the only 

person in the club with an opinion 

to express or a story to tell.   

else that might interest you. And 

keep an eye out for the annual din-

ner. It is coming soon but the date 

has yet to be decided.  

Now is also the time of year to start 

thinking about what you can do for 

the club. If you’re interested, the 

committee needs you. 

Blakey’s bit 

 

 

 

 

The Domain Hillclimb, usually held on a Sunday in September, was run earlier this month on a Saturday, with a satis-

factory field of 29. There was one unfortunate casualty; we hope that the Alfa involved can be restored to original 

condition and once again be seen on the track. 

There were many good performances from all classes with most competitors completing eight runs of the short but 

demanding course. 

We had an excellent coffee van making its first appearance at a CMI event, a brightly painted Morris with the rear 

section devoted to a professional coffee machine. There was plenty of coffee, but not quite enough diesel for the gen-

erator. This meant that coffee service ended a little sooner than anticipated. A detail that can easily be fixed for next 

time. 

Pep Pizza was also in attendance, serving delicious Italian food from their enormous black van with equally impres-

sive black tow vehicle. 

Presidential Patter 

The Ferrari 

F12 was spot-

ted in Tren-

tham, a little 

town in coun-

try Victoria, 

near their Sun-

day market 

 

The Sprint followed me 

home and I've decided to 

keep it! I have enjoyed 

driving my silver 1.5 

version despite soft, worn 

out suspension, low com-

pression and inaccessible 

brakes. This example is 

so much better. There 

may be a little rust to 

fix... 
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Domain Hillclimb 

in a full-house race/rally car or a 

shopping trolley; you’re a com-

petitor the same as everyone 

else.  

Not surprisingly, Damien Moore 

was awarded Driver of the Day 

for his exploits in the Escort; 

Jamie Lonergan turned up in the 

Pulsar again because he enjoys 

driving it so much; and there 

was a reasonable turnout of Ital-

ian cars, including the Lambor-

ghini zero car.  

One thing that was a bit short on 

the day was officials—so two 

ladies who had come to spectate 

were roped in to sit on the water 

tower as marshals. And as luck 

would have it, most of the inci-

dents happened right in front of 

them.  

I did consider running an emer-

gency drill during the day, but 

there were enough alarms and 

excursions to make it unneces-

sary! 

Peter Lowe—one of the people 

who makes it all possible! 

The Domain Hillclimb was 

fought out on a very sunny Sat-

urday in October.  

Incidents were few, apart from a 

number of spins and loses. The 

bank only got clouted twice, 

once gently by Nathan Hobson 

in his new Nissan 180 SX, and 

once rather harder by Peter 

Heron in his Alfa GTV6.  

Both drivers were unhurt, but 

the damage to Peter’s car was 

such that it was difficult to 

move, and leaking coolant 

meant the track had to be 

cleaned up before we could re-

sume racing.  

The cause of Peter’s crash is 

uncertain, but it seems likely 

that it was a mechanical failure, 

as it happened on the first corner 

after the start—which is not a 

place where drivers of Peter’s 

calibre normally ‘lose it.’ 

After the GTV6 had gone home 

on a tow truck, Peter returned in 

his magnificent Austin-Healey, 

and was invited by the Clerk of 

the Course (me) to have a pa-

rade run up the hill. 

If you have a look at the times 

in the back of the magazine, you 

will see that there is a good 

spread—from mid-40s to mid-

60s. 

This is a good indicator of one 

of the things people like about 

our club—its inclusive style. We 

don’t care whether you turn up 
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COMING  EVENTS  

 

Cambridge Khanacross—500 Car Club 

15 November and 5 December 

State Hillclimb Championship round Baskerville 

Porsche Club of Tasmania—22 November 

CMI AGM and annual dinner 

Date(s) to be decided— 

Watch your email and the web site at cmitas.org for info 

 

Blakey and Tony 

Castle-Miller 

cxomparing OT 

1600 notes  at 

Middle Barton 

Garage 
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Lufra to Lookout Hillclimb 

You may or may not be aware 

of the amount of negotiation and 

general wheeling and dealing 

that had to be done to get the 

first CMI Lufra to Lookout Hill-

climb off the ground. You 

would know that it was the first 

event we have ever had adver-

tised on television, thanks to 

some hard work and more 

wheeling and dealing by Lufra 

publican Peter Derkley. 

What you should know is that it 

was one of the best events we 

have ever run for general atmos-

phere, quality of the course and 

competition, and competitor 

behaviour. There were no seri-

ous incidents, and one CAMS 

official’s wife was heard to re-

mark that it was the most so-

phisticated motor sport event 

she had ever attended.  

Because of the restrictions im-

posed by CAMS if we wanted 

to run a speed event there, we 

had to run it as a regularity 

hillclimb—which most people 

really enjoyed.  

Next year we would like to run 

it as a full-on speed event, but 

we need a couple of things to 

happen: the CAMS restrictions 

are the biggest hurdle, but 

whatever happens we will need 

help setting up. Ideally we 

could run the regularity on a 

Saturday and the speed event 

on a Sunday.  

And thanks to all the locals who 

supported the event: Peter Derk-

ley, Roger Self, Eaglehawk 

Have a look at the pics and see 

if you’d like to be a part of this 

unique event next year.  

Results are at back of \mag. 

Neck Rotary Club, Eaglehawk 

Neck Fire Brigade, and all the 

residents who live along the 

course.  
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Philip Blake 
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I promised some stories from the 

UK, and here’s one.  

Given my OT 1600’s enthusi-

asm for sliding its rear, and the 

speed with which it does it, I 

was keen during my stay in Eng-

land to get onto some kind of 

racetrack experience.  

There were plenty of them, at a 

lot of legendary racetracks like 

Brands Hatch, Silverstone and 

Snetterton (only 20 minutes 

from where I was staying), but 

they were all either booked solid 

or not what I wanted. I could 

have had any number of Ferrari 

and Lamborghini ‘experiences’, 

but I doubted if they would like 

me to explore the outer limits of 

handling. What I wanted was to 

have someone sitting beside me 

who knew what they were do-

ing, giving me tuition as I 

abused their rear-wheel drive 

car.  

After trolling the net for several 

weeks, I just about gave up.  

And then found something like 

what I wanted. The London Ral-

ly School was offering a half-

day rally driving course in Ford 

Escort RS2000s at Pool Farm, 

near Bicester – which was close 

to Middle Barton Garage, anoth-

er port of call.  

First was a classroom session, 

where I was taught how to do a 

handbrake turn, and told to for-

get everything I knew about 

driving because dirt is different 

from tarmac. 

‘Opposite lock! Power! More power!’ 

The cars were a bit scruffy – 

which rally cars tend to be – but 

there was nothing scruffy about 

the way they went. They were 

rockets. 

Our next session was on a grav-

el skid pan with a course that 

involved a handbrake turn, a 

tight slalom and a long drifting 

bend – all under the eyes of our 

fellow students. At one stage I 

lost the back end, so I popped 

the brake and clutch, did a 360 

and continued. My instructor, 

Martin, said, ‘What are you do-

ing? You never give up on an 

Escort! If you can’t get it back 

the car will spin by itself.’ 

Next was the forest rally stage – 

a winding trail that alternated 

between mud and slick concrete, 

weaving between the trees. It 

had a couple of handbrake turns 

and a lot of moving from one 

extreme angle of drift to anoth-

er. And now I knew I was get-

ting what I wanted: somebody 

sitting beside me shouting: 

‘Opposite lock! Power! More 

Power! Less lock! That’s it! Go! 

Go! Go! 

This was great fun. One thing I 

learned above all else was that if 

you wanted to control it, you 

had to start correcting the slide 

almost before it happened. Then 

you applied the power. A myste-

rious flat spot was cured when 
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FOGARTY AUTOMOTIVE  
SERVICES 

General repairs on all Makes & Models 

 

Specialists in Fiat, Lancia, BMW Alfa Romeo  
including spare parts supply 

Steve Caplice 

0418 148 608 

 357A Argyle Street 

North Hobart 7000 Ph: (03) 6234 8868 

 

long enough to get to 

grips with it, enjoyable 

though it was to drive a 

really powerful 4WD in 

the slippery stuff.  

For me, the Escort was 

more fun. I could see why 

their drivers love them.  

Philip Blake 

my instructor watched my 

method of applying power and 

said, ‘I know we said to give it 

plenty but you might need to be 

gentler than that.’ 

After our session in the Escorts 

we finished up with a run in a 

Subaru WRX. Chalk and 

cheese. You turned in, backed 

off, and when the back end 

came around you gave it the 

beans and away it went, drifting 

through the corner. It was all 

straight lines. We didn’t have 
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Lufra to Lookout Results 
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ddDomain Hillclimb Results 

OAKLEYS COACHES 

TOURS, SCHOOL & CHURCH GROUPS, 

WEDDINGS, BUCKS AND HENS NIGHT, 

SOCIAL & SPORTS CLUBS 

7 DAYS A WEEK, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME  

STEPHEN OAKLEY 

PROPRIETOR 

 

Phone: (03) 6267 9899 

Mobile: 0418 142 494 

Email: oakleyscoaches@bigpond.com 
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