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Commissione 

Presidente  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418173102 

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com 

 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

Nessuno 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 62652598  

0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Graham Mitchell  

Peter Lowe 

Gary Lucas 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

 

 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

0418 173 102  

grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

Disclaimer  

 

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

 

 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia


2  January/February 2023 

 

From the Editor 



January/February 2023 3  

 

This would be a Christmas edi-

tion if Christmas hadnôt got in 

the way, or a New Year edition 

é etc. Itôs a bit briefer than the 

last one because not a huge 

amount has been happening, and 

the photo feature I wanted to put 

in about a Fiat 124 Sport wasnôt 

a four-pager. (The mag is always 

a multiple of four pages, other-

wise it has blanks.) 

What we do have is another of 

Bill Freameôs technical yarns, 

this time about programmable 

electronic ignitionða subject 

dear to my heart at the moment, 

as anyone unlucky enough to 

join me for dinner will know 

already. 

There is also a media release 

about the new Tasmanian Clas-

sic rally, which looks like an 

interesting concept, and harks 

back, I think, to 

the Mountain 

Circuit Chal-

lenge that several 

club members 

and my whole 

family enjoyed 

about ten years 

ago. 

The 20th Domain 

Hillclimb gets a 

mention, but the 

results were too 

fuzzy to print so 

Iôve given you a 

link to them. One 

thing worth men-

tioning is the 

performance of 

Damian Moore, 

still recovering 

from Leukaemia, 

who was in the top ten despite 

sometimes being too tired to get 

out of the car between runs. 

The club awards are the last edi-

torial item.  

I have something to give away 

now, and something to suggest.  

The first is my Domain 20th 

anniversary tee-shirt. Itôs large, 

and Iôm not, so rather than look-

ing as if Iôm starving I would 

like e to give it away to someone 

who was either a competitor or 

an official on the day. Or failing 

that, an enthusiastic spectator! 

Call me on 04009803316 if you 

want it.  

The other thing is that I am 

thinking of throwing my work-

shop open to anyone who wants 

help with a project or wants to 

help someone else or doesnôt 

have all the tools they need. I 

may not have them either but the 

workshop is pretty well set up 

and will soon be tidy again after 

having the floor repainted.  

So it would be a bit like a menôs 

shed. If anyone is interested, 

again call me on 0409803316 

and weôll make and announce a 

date. It may even give me some 

impetus to keep it tidy!  

Blakeyôs Bit 
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Tasmanian Classic 

Thatôs one way of 
learning 

I had been thinking of doing a 

piece on Targa Tasmaniaðwhat 

its future is, where itôs going, 

how much it costs é and then 

Vin Gregory of Victoria sent me 

the pages below, asking for my 

comments. It looks like com-

mon sense is creeping into the 

Tarmac rally areaðand with any 

luck, greed is creeping out. Not 

sure who this is from, but the 

club can expect an approach.  
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Tasmanian Classic 
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As Simple as 123!  

An accurate and reliable ignition 
system is something we take for 
granted with modern internal 
combustion motor vehicles, 
where everything to do with the 
running of the engine is con-
trolled by electronic devices that 
we loosely call óComputersô. 
These are computer chips devel-
oped and then adapted to control 
the accurate ignition timing 
needed to minimise the emis-
sions and improve fuel con-
sumption. This was all forced 
onto the auto manufacturers by 
strict emissions laws introduced 
in California, in the USA; sever-
al European countries quickly 
followed suit.  Now if you have 
no interest in the recent but clas-
sic motor vehicles from the past, 
stop reading this and move on to 
the next story, because the infor-
mation explained and contained 
in this story is probably not for 
you. 

The classic petrol engines of our 
past were quite simple ma-
chines, especially those made 
during the massive expansion of 
personal motoring following on 
from WW2. Ignition was acti-
vated by a simple rotating de-
vice called a óDistributorô which 
has a shaft internally that is ro-
tated at exactly half the crank-
shaft rotation speed and is used 
to trigger and distribute the coil 
voltage to fire the spark plugs by 
a spring-loaded normally closed 
switch that is called óPointsô. 
The points are opened by a multi
-lobe cam that is rotated by the 
distributor shaft. Usually, the 
number of lobes on the cam is 
the same as the number of cylin-
ders in the engine. Four-cylinder 
engines will have four lobes, six 
cylinders will have six lobes, 
eight cylinders will have eight 
lobes but with 12 cylinders they 
would often have two distribu-
tors of six lobes in each, as total-

ly separate distributor units, with 
the additional expense of need-
ing two coils, one for each of 
them. 

So now having covered the ba-
sics of how the ignition system 
works, as you can imagine, over 
the life of the engine before the 
first rebuild, the distributor will 
have rotated many, many times 
and most of them were con-
structed with simple plain bear-
ings that are only lubricated by 
the oily mist inside the operating 
engine. So, obviously, during 
any reconditioning of the en-
gine, the distributor is an item 
that should be inspected for 
wear and repaired to original 
condition, or a replacement ac-
quired instead. Now as the 
points are operating multiple 
times during normal operation of 
the engine, those points are a 
serviceable item that must be 
adjusted often and are usually 
replaced at most major services. 
Other moving items inside the 
distributor also wear. There are 
spring loaded balance weights 
that wear on their pivot shafts. 
These balance weights are used 
to automatically advance the 
ignition timing as the engine 
revs increase, where for starting 
and idling the ignition will be 
triggering the spark plugs to fire 
at about 10 degrees before the 
piston in that cylinder is at óTop 
Dead Centreô, whereas by the 
time the engine has reach about 
3500 RPM, the ignition will 
have automatically advanced 
fully to about 32 degrees before 
TDC to ensure good perfor-
mance and fuel economy. With 
weak springs (from age) on the 
balance weights, the ignition 
advance will be happening earli-
er, perhaps by too much ï thus 
causing detonation within the 
cylinder, the engine sounding 
like something is rattling. 

There have been many attempts 
over the years to get away from 
the points method of triggering 
the ignition, especially with the 
stupid location that some of the 
distributors are placed in. Many 
of the small block Chevrolet V-
8s have the distributor at the rear 
of the engine, almost against the 
firewall and a long way from 
any of the three sides where a 
mechanic can be standing. But 
in my opinion, worse still is the 
Ford Lotus Twin-Cam engine 
where the distributor is mounted 
on the side of the production 
Ford engine, hidden under the 
manifold and Weber side-
draught carbies that completely 
block your vision of the distribu-
tor. For that reason alone, there 
have been many systems that 
use a rotating trigger wheel past 
a magnetic switch to trigger the 
ignition sequence, a system that 
theoretically should never go out 
of adjustment. The ignition is 
still automatically advanced just 
as with a points system. Pertro-
nix can supply the module to 
replace the factory points sys-
tem. 

Phil at BOI Performance has 
been successfully using a system 
that is manufactured by Alber-
tronic in Holland, under the 
brand name of ó123ô. Magnifi-
cently engineered and manufac-
tured from quality materials, 

123 Distributor as described 
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Bill Freame 

whenever they are permitted to 
be used in the competition rules, 
he will use them in most of his 
classic cars. A simple explana-
tion of the operation: there is an 
aluminium disc attached to the 
distributor shaft, and within this 
disc there are small but very 
strong magnets, one for each 
cylinder. They magnetically 
trigger a switch in the base of 
the distributor, as they pass by 
during the rotation of the distrib-
utor. There is also some type of 
computer chip in the distributor 
and there is a total of 16, all 
slightly different, advance 
curves built into the chip, in the 
very popular basic model. This 
makes it very easy to set the 
tuning of the engine to get the 
best performance from various 
octane rated fuels, where it 
might be advantageous to soften 
the advance curve to run on 91 
octane fuel on the street and 98+ 
octane for competition. 

While these basic model 123 
distributors offer good tuning 
outcomes, Phil prefers to use the 
more adjustable 123 distributors 
that allow him to set his own 
parameters within the distribu-
tor, by being able to use either 
óBluetoothô or the alternative is 
to plug in a Lap-top computer to 
the distributor between dyna-
mometer runs and make addi-
tions or subtractions to the igni-
tion curve at various revs, an 
extremely useful means of tun-
ing when searching for every-
thing you can get out of an en-
gine. At this time these 123 dis-
tributors are not permitted in 
some racing classes, the HQ 
Holden class and some of the 
Historic classes to name just 
two. However, it is certainly 
possible to tune an engine with 
the Lap-top plug in to seek out 
and obtain the best advance 
curve and then build (or have 

and unique caps and buttons. 
Why re-invent the wheel?   

PERFORMANCE IGNITION 
can and do rebuild and supply 
distributors with modified ad-
vance curves that will comply 
with the racing requirements of 
various classes as well as the 
supply of high-performance 
coils. 

PERTRONIX can supply mod-
ule systems to replace the points 
mechanism in many distributors 
and can also supply high-
performance coils. 

ALBERTRONIC manufacture 
the three styles of 123 distribu-
tor to replace the original dis-
tributor, as discussed in this sto-
ry:  

* ó16 advance curve settingsô 
in the standard basic 123 
distributor.  

* óProgrammable by Blue-
toothô 123 distributors 
where you decide and install 
the ignition parameters be-
tween dynamometer runs.  
Free software is available 
for Windows XP and later, 
with electronic dashboards 
and óreal timeô tuning possi-
bilities. 

* óProgrammable by Lap-topô 
123 distributors where you 
can plug the computer into 
the distributor to install and 
change the ignition parame-
ters between dynamometer 
runs.  

To take advantage of two differ-
ent fuel grades, two sets of dif-
ferent advance curves can be 
selected óon the goô.  Plus, there 
is Vacuum Advance, Boost Re-
tard, Rev limiting and sample 
curves available, ófrom fileô to 
set up and get running with a 
new installation very quickly.                                                                                               

 

built) a more traditional and nor-
mal race legal distributor to 
those specifications for racing. 
Donôt think that this isnôt actual-
ly happening right now, by 
many of the winners in those 
classes. 

With these 123 distributors 
made in Holland, which is a part 
of Europe, the range of vehicles 
that these distributors are availa-
ble for is quite comprehensive. 
When confronted with a vehicle 
that is not on the available list, 
Phil has very successfully con-
verted something from another 
123 unit that can be altered to fit 
the engine. He has yet to be 
stumped by any requirement. 
All 123 distributors are very 
easy to install and to set to the 
correct ignition timing, with the 
assistance and operation of an 
LED light that is built into the 
distributor to set the static igni-
tion timing before TDC.  

As I have mentioned previously, 
it is possible to have at least two 
separate advance curves that 
will best suit the demands of 
your engine and it is easy to 
then switch from one to the oth-
er. A handy help to the amateur 
driver, a rev limiter can be set 
all the way up to 8000 crank-
shaft revs, however the distribu-
tor will continue working be-
yond 8000 revs but the revs lim-
iting tacho in the distributor is 
graduated only up to 8000. 123 
distributors can also have a vac-
uum advance connection and for 
supercharged and turbocharged 
engines there is boost retard also 
available. 

The sensible people at 123 have 
even made our lives simple, by 
making and supplying these 
quality distributors with either 
Bosch or Ducellier caps and 
rotor buttons, instead of attempt-
ing to make their own special 
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20th Anniversary Domain Hillclimb 

This much-heralded event 
reached its full capacity of 50 
cars quite quickly and I was 
lucky enough to be there. 

The weather was é patchy. In 
my case that meant my first run 
was my fastest of the day, so I 
could have saved some engine 
and tyre wearðbut then I 
wouldnôt have had as much fun.  

And thatôs one of the things that 
make CMI events stand out. We 
donôt forget that weôre in it for 
fun, however hard we all may 
try to win. The only drawback 
with the capacity field was that 
we had to pretty much stay with 
our cars to make sure the event 
ran smoothly.  

Chris Edwards and I found this a 
bit of an effort, which prompted 
the Clerk of the Course to come 
along the line and point out that 
if he sent both of us home he 
would probably get another run 
in. A wicked exaggeration.  

We did find the boot of the Fer-
rari ideal for our coffee and bis-
cuits, although not quite up there 
with the duck tail on a 911 Por-
sche for convenience of height. 

The stop-start conversations 
along the line brought some cars 
and personalities together that 
might not otherwise have met, 
and enabled comparisons be-
tween the Dino and Scott Ban-
nisterôs Hillman Impï which the 
anoraks among us know have 
something in common: a certain 
Mike Parkes, racing driver and 
chief development engineer at 
Ferrari and formerly the project 
manager of the team that de-
signed the Coventry Climax 
powered Hillman Imp. 

It also brought Vaughan Barton-
Johnson and me together, dis-
cussing the timing. Vaughan had 
an in-car timer that differed 
from the official times. When I 
asked him what his time was, 
and found that it was ten sec-
onds faster than mine, I told him 

what he could do with his 46 
seconds. This entertained the 
bystandersðbut it didnôt slow 
Vaughan down, as the results 
show. The difference in the 
times was due to cars being 
timed from the actual minute at 
which they left the start line ra-
ther than their elapsed time. The 
difference was minuscule for 
most, and was in Vaughanôs fa-
vour anyway. 

Rain continued intermittently 
and we got some good practice 
in slippery road driving. Both 
Darryl Bennett and Mary White 
had whoopsies in their Suzukis, 
Darrylôs ending up on its roof. 
(Itôs been fixed, and no-one was 
hurt.) 

After it was all over, everybody 
pitched in to pack up the event 
and we retired to Corinda for 
drinks and canapes: a fitting 
marker for twenty years of great 
events. PB.  

https://cmitas.org/results/   

https://cmitas.org/results/?fbclid=IwAR2ljCz6DpKderV2kjYqQfJ1tZM_QbDzLJ_eJVF91R-JVrJ_qBMQiBhh0po
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Club awards 

 

Doug Goodwin Awardðbest 
mechanical improvement 

Philip Blake 

Best Restoration 

Geoff Storr 

CMI clubman 
of the year 

Rhys Filbee Graham in Training 

John Toigo 
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