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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Stewart Peacock 

Nic Whyte 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

Disclaimer  

 

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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Thank you to everyone who 
came along to our Supersprint, 
special shoutout to those who 
officiated. We are running very 
low on motorsport officials in 
Tasmania, so thank you to those 
who gave up their time to help 
us out.  

Outside of motorsport, I, and I'm 
sure everyone else who attend-
ed, had a very enjoyable time on 
Garry's social run. Future events 
include a Baskerville Super-
sprint coming up in July, fol-
lowed by the Lufra hillclimb in 
August.  

Ciao  

John 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

After my return from Winton 
(see article) I had a great deal to 
do to the car, and have achieved 
some of it. 

Waiting at the moment for sus-
pension shims to arrive in the 
hope of getting the back wheels 
to follow the fronts.  

The other thing that has been 
occupying me is helping son 
John to put a Honda Integra 
twin-cam engine in his Honda 
Civic. John has spent a lot of 
time on it, and he recently drove 
it out of the workshop to allow 
the OT1600 to move onto the 
hoist. Itôs always better when a 
car becomes a going concern 
rather than just a concern! 

I didnôt take many pics at Win-
ton, having other fish to fry, but 
the one on the right is of Louise 
Draper lining up in her prewar 
V8 special outside out pit. 

I have used the Presidentôs 
space for a Targa poster that 
hangs on my wall, signed by 
two Lawsons! See P.10. 

I wonôt be taking part in Targa 
Tas this year. $18000 is too 
much for us. John is in a BMW. 
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Vale Tiny  

Thatôs one way of 
learning 

 

David óTiny ó Prentice died in 

June this year.  

Tiny was for many years a fix-

ture at CMI events, at first as a 

general helper and later as a 

Motorsport Australia steward.  

Both these roles reflected, I 

think, the state of his health. In 

the early days he would just 

turn up and say óWhat do you 

want me to do?ô - because he 

knew he could do anything we 

asked. 

Later he usually came as a 

stewardða role I think heôd 

always been capable of. It was 

typical of Tiny, first, that he 

was so helpful to a club of 

which he was not a member, 

and second, that he always 

gave the maximum he was ca-

pable of giving.  
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The humiliation of tow trucks  

 

There have been two times 
where a tow truck was needed. 
The first was in 1989 while 
driving to uni with my friend 
who asked if the long-standing 
clutch judder was causing any 
harm.  I was in the process of 
telling him how I didnôt think so 
while I was taking off up a 
slight hill. We were experienc-
ing the usual clutch judder sym-
phony then BANG, the engine 
revved and we were not going 
anywhere any more. We rolled 
the car back and out of the traf-
fic and I had a look underneath. 
The right-hand axle had sheared 
at the wheel end and was hang-
ing down. Time for a tow truck. 

Who would have thought that a 
Bambino had enough torque to 
shear an axle? The answer to 
that is Signore Carlo Abarth.  I 
was put in touch with an old 
Italian mechanic who was in the 
process of retiring and selling 
his workshop. He was rumoured 
to have had several Abarth bits 
and pieces for various Fiats in-
cluding a pair of Abarth 695 SS 
axles that were 25 mm diameter 
instead of 19 mm for a Fiat 500 
axle.  

The rumours were true and he 
had the axles as well as the nec-
essary Fiat 600 25 mm axle 
boots and couplings to make 
them fit on a Bambino (FSM 

Niki boots and couplings are 
also the correct size, but they 
were not around at the time). He 
also threw in a new old stock 
(NOS) nitride billet camshaft 
because it was otherwise going 
in the bin. It had 40/85 ï 80/45 
valve timing and higher lift. I 
wonder what did end up in his 
bin? 

The second tow truck incident 
was much more recent and after 
I had moved to Tasmania. Dave 
Dungey agreed to rebuild and 
further enhance the engine in 
2008-09. He did an amazing job 
as anyone who knows Dave 
would expect. We worked with 
an engineering firm in the USA 
to manufacture custom billet all-
aluminium Nikasil plated cylin-
ders (ñNickiesò) for better cool-
ing with matching forged light-
weight pistons that increased the 
bore from 78 mm to 82 mm 
(giving 740 cc) and forged long-
er H-beam lightweight conrods 
(130 mm rather than the factory 
118 mm) to improve the rod ra-
tio. Dave sent the whole rotating 
assembly off to Melbourne for 
balancing because of the signifi-
cantly lighter weight of each 
new piston and conrod assembly 
ï approximately 180 g lighter 
each.  

Dave incorporated the NOS 
40/85 ï 80/45, 7.1 mm lift cam-

shaft mentioned above that I 
have had for years, new light-
weight cam followers and light-
weight larger-diameter and stiff-
er pushrods to allow the valve 
train to better handle higher 
revs. 

Dave also worked on the cylin-
der head to improve gas flow 
and fitted an oil cooler and re-
mote full-flow oil filter using 
the Nanni Ricambi timing cover 
that I had had sitting around 
since I bought the car. Dave 
also fitted a NOS Fiat 126 BIS 

Nitride billet 
camshaft 

Forged 
rod and 
piston 

Custom Nikasil cylinders 
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Chris Marshall (Bambino final) 

gearbox that I imported. It has a 
taller final drive and is claimed 
to be more robust. 

The end result is fantastic. The 
engine has so much more torque 
and revs much more freely. It 
accelerates better than before in 
spite of the taller final drive and 
can happily cruise on 110 kmh 
up the Midlands Highway with 
all four of my family on board. 

In 2012 the family took the 

Bambino up to the Picnic at 

Ross classic car gathering. A 

first series Mazda MX5 fol-
lowed us for much of the way. 
We pulled into the Ross pad-
dock awaiting parking directions 
and when instructed on where to 
park I could not accelerate.  The 
accelerator pedal went to the 
floor and stayed there and the 
car sat idling. A quick look in 
the engine bay showed that the 
accelerator cable had snapped 
inside the outer sheath and the 
end could not be seen. It was 
eventually found in the grass. 

So, it was a push with the help 
of the MX5 owner to our park-
ing spot. The MX5 owner was 
asking about what engine swap 
had been done and was it a 5-
speed because he had followed 
me overtaking up a hill in one of 
the overtaking lanes at 110 kph 
and then heard me change up. 
He was very surprised to learn 
that it was still based on a Fiat 
500 engine and was only a 4-
speed. 

Phone calls were made, I con-
vinced RACT that I did indeed 
need a tow truck without the 
need for a service technicianôs 

Chris, Bambino, Dave 

Oil cooler 

Remote filter 
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Tow trucks é cont. 

con-

firmation, then the family in-
cluding the Bambino made an 
undignified trip home in a tow 

the car to ward off similar such 
events in the future.  

truck. I now carry a spare accel-
erator cable and clutch cable in 

Broken throttle cable 
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Andrzejôs NikiðJohn Madigan 

When Andrzej offered me 
the keys to his 1990 Niki, I 
jumped at the opportunity 
like an excited little kid on 
their birthday. This may 
have come about as an at-
tempt to calm me down a 
little, since I was pushing 
towards finding four adults 
to squeeze into the little Niki 
for my own amusement. 

With Andrzej sitting nerv-
ously next to me, our jour-
ney started in Willie Smithôs 
apple shed car park.  As I 
fired up the little Fiat en-
gine, the pedals fell natural-
ly to foot. Which can only 
mean they are far too close 
to the left-hand side, just 
like my Sud!  

As I revved up the 650cc 
twin cylinder air-cooled mo-
tor, we pulled out of our 
parking spot 
(straightforward due to the 
Nikiôs tiny proportions), and 
we made our way towards 
the Huon Highway. Before 
we could reach the highway 
however, I was flagged 
down by Austin, who real-
ised my door wasnôt shut 
properly.  I blame the Nikiôs 
lack of door pulls for this. 
Andrzej recommended the 
door pocket to close the 
door. Good thing itôs a little 
door!  

We were heading to Huonville, a 
fairly straightforward trip. Chal-
lenge number one came in the 
form of turning right onto the 
Huon Highway. This required 
some patience and a very clear 
piece of road. Soon enough an 
opportunity appeared, and I took 
it! It was now  foot flat to the 
floor 0 ï 100 power test! The 
twin cylinder sang its heart out 
as it climbed the rpm range. 
While itôs certainly not fast, it 
was more punchy than I was ex-
pecting. The gear box was sur-
prisingly user-friendly too. As 
we approached 90kph, I was im-
pressed with the stability of the 
car. For something that can trace 
its roots back to the 1950s, it 
was remarkably comfortable at 
this speed. Once in the 80kph 
zone, the little engine could rest 
a little, needing minimal throttle 

input to maintain speed. I was 
enjoying the Niki very much! 

A couple of kays later, my next 

challenge arose. Slowing down 

for a roundabout! Despite 

rocking four-wheel drums, and 

a rather unresponsive pedal, a 

bit of engine braking and a 

strong right foot got the job 

done. A bit of steering action 

and cog swapping was all that 

was needed to finish off our 

journey into Huonville. As I 

parked up and gave the keys 

back to Andrzej, I couldnôt 

help but feel happy. Itôs a hap-

py little car! It is a purely me-

chanical form of transporta-

tion. You ï the driver - do the 

work. And I like that. 
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Historic Winton 

When I was preparing for His-
toric Winton, before I could 
really prepare the car I had three 
major things to deal with:  

¶ A rev counter that not only 
didnôt work, but that caused 
the engine to stop every 
time it was connected up 

¶ A throttle that kept sticking 
open 

¶ A gearchange that refused 
to work properly 

These things took up more of 
my time than they should have, 
but Nos. 2 and 3 at least were 
critically important, so I spent 
as much time on them as they 
needed.  

Long story short, I sent the rev 
counter off to Howard Instru-
ments, who told me there was 
nothing wrong with it and there 
must be a short in the wiring. 
After a lot of fruitless pulling 
out and checking of wires, I 
took it to Sorell Service Centre 
next door and asked them to 
research it. They did, and found 
that two of the wires in a multi-
point connector were the wrong 
way round. My fault. 

The throttle was another matter. 
For some reason the cable was 
getting snagged up with the 
clutch cable and gearchange, all 
of which live in a shared space 
at the front of the gearbox. It 
was so bad at one stage that 
when moving the car in or out 
of the workshop, the best way to 
get it to move was not to touch 
the accelerator, but to wiggle 
the gear lever. This would usu-
ally produce enough revs to 
move it! 

After a lot of thought, fiddling 
and experimentation, I turned 
up a long alloy sleeve that pro-
tected the throttle cable from the 
things around it, re-routed it 
around the gearbox in a better 

way, and lubricated it extensive-
ly. No more sticking open. 

The gearshift gave so much 
trouble that I seriously consid-
ered cancelling the trip to Win-
ton. The guts of it was that I 
only had two easily selectable 
gears ï third and fourth. 
Volkswagen gearshifts are noto-
riously finicky unless everything 
is right ï which it patently was 
not. To get first or second, you 
had to push the lever down and 
get it into the reverse part of the 
gate ï which I dubbed The Dark 
Side.  

In the end I decided that I would 
go to Winton, where the OT 
only requires third and fourth. 
The drawback was that to save 
money I was driving the race car 
all the way. First gear I could 
find, but not quickly. I would 
then go straight to third, which 
it happily pulled. In fact, it 
would pull away in third, 
though not quickly and not 
uphill.  

Graeme Soden and John King 
were coming along as support 
for the Tassie contingent, and 
they followed me up in the ute 
with spares and tools. We had to 
stop in Ross ï where we patron-
ised John Lyusôs (Ferrari Mond-
ial) takeaway joint ï to tighten 
the left rear camber adjuster, 
which had come loose and was 
making a noise like a jackham-
mer on left-hand bends. (This 
had never happened before.)  

At Devonport one of the Spirit 
people came up and said, óI im-
agine you have a racing clutch. 
Just pull over to the side and Iôll 
tell you when the ramp is clear. 
Then you can go all the way up 
without starting and stopping.ô  
This worked, and he had no idea 
just how grateful I was! 

We got scrutineering out of the 

way easily, despite me finding 
that Somebody in the pits had 
turned my steering wheel through 
90 degrees to wind me up ï a dis-
concerting thing to find out. Eve-
rybody denied it. 

During TinTop Regularity quali-
fying I was trying to overtake a 
Holden FJ on my left when I col-
lided with Dennis Tobinôs A35 
on my right. He got a dent on his 
front guard but I had not a 
scratch. óRacing incidentô, he 
said. óAnd Iôm a panelbeater any-
way.ô 

Unfortunately this caused my 
right-hand camber adjuster to let 
go, and also did something weird 
to the handling. The car kept go-
ing sideways when pushed hard 
on bends. I had chosen last yearôs 
time as my target, and in the end I 
was happy to get within three 
seconds of it é 

Graeme, John and I did the best 

A35 with my dent in left front 

Everybody denied it 
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we could with string lines and 
jack stands to check the wheel 
alignment. It was not encourag-
ing: the front wheels were a cou-
ple of millimetres toed out, and 
the back ones were substantially 
and asymmetrically toed out.
(Front and rear wheels on this 
car should both be toed in.) No 
wonder it was like driving a 
wheelbarrow full of kangaroos. 
We decided, however, that the 
facilities we had were not up to 
the task of getting it right, so we 
made sure everything was tight 
ï this time ï and I did my best 
with it.  

I had to start every run from the 
back of the grid, as I had not 
completed qualifying; this meant 
that several cars in front of me 
were going slower than me, and 
I had to pass them before getting 
into it. The spectators loved this, 
as many of them told me in the 
pits afterwards. A recurring 
theme was also the speed of the 
car down Wintonôs few 
straights. Although John and 
Graeme (and I) could see what 
was happening at the end of 
these straights, the excitement 
inside the car was not apparent 
to the spectators. 

Before we left Winton for the 
drive home, I had a chat to Bob 
Jameson, who was driving a 
beautiful Volkswagen Beetle. I 
asked him to have a look at my 
gearchange, which he described 
as óawfulô, and he offered me a 
drive of his VW so that I could 
sample his American short-
shifter. It was really nice to use, 
but we had to drive mine back 
home the way it was. John King 
relieved me for the second half 
of the journey to Geelong, but 
commented afterwards that he 
hadnôt enjoyed it much due to 
the noises from my spare trans-
mission, and first gearôs habit 
of hiding from him!  

All this added up to some seri-
ous workshop time: the broken 
bits of the other diff are now out, 
the ónewô bits are in, and I have 
turned down the level plug on 
the lathe so that I donôt have to 
remove the gearbox to check its 
oil level! (I discovered the last 
time I tried to do this that the 
space between gearbox and 
chassis was too small to get the 
plug out.) The required bits for 
the 1608 engine are nearly all in 
the workshop, waiting for me to 
rebuild it. 

All I have to do now is finish the 
bodywork on the flares, get it to 
handle, rebuild the race engine, 
put the good gearbox back in, 
and Bobôs your uncle. While Iôm 
at it, I will be replacing almost 

all the gearshift components 
with new ones.  

Why the gearshift played up 
when all I did was swap to my 
spare box I had no idea, but 
close examination has shown a 
broken rubber block in the cou-
pling. I have now replaced this, 
and itôs better already, with 
more to come. 

Philip Blake 

Bobôs VW 
quickshift  

OT was boxed in for theft protectionðso they stole my cordless dirll 
and tyre pu,p from the ute behind 

Ruined diff 
gears 

Broken 
rubber 
coupling  
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Vale John Lawson 

óPeople are dying now that nev-
er died beforeô, as Ernest Hem-
ingway said (long before Donald 
Trump did). 

And my friend John Lawson has 
joined those ranks. John was a 
real character of tarmac rallying, 
memorable to everyone he metï 
and occasionally offending them 
along the way. In 2003, when 
Graham Mitchell and Tristan 
Roberts were helping Tony Gray 
and me to fix a problem with the 
Piglet in the dark on the way up 
to the Silverdome, an SUV shot 
past and a bellow came from it: 
óYou ****ing Irish *******!ô 
Tristan remarked, óAh, some-
body that knows you, Phil.ô  

I could tell a lot of similar sto-
ries about John, whom I used to 
call Mr. Noisy.  

He regularly stayed with us 
when he was dropping one of his 
vintage car collection off at the 
National Motor Museum. 

Iôll miss him bellowing at me. 
(He was very deaf the entire 
time I knew him and eventually 
admitted to it and got hearing 
aids; not that this stopped the 
bellowing.) 

Johnôs Alfa Romeo 2300 Mille Miglia in my 
workshop, and below, the passengerôs view 
in his beloved orange Delage 
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Non-Urgent Ambulance 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Bookings: 1300 363 911 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

Bittersweet footnote: On Sunday 22 June Andrew Lawson (right), Johnôs son and co
-driver in many Targa Tasmania wins, won the Peking to Paris rally in a Chevrolet 
Master Coupe with Tony Sutton. 
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