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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Club Capitano  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Stewart Peacock 

Nic Whyte 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $65  

Family $90  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

Disclaimer  

 

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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The club has been in operation as Club Mo-
tori Italia for 30 years, and we will be cele-
brating by holding an Italian car display on 
Parliament House lawns on Saturday 29 No-
vember 2025 followed by a dinner at the Aus-
tralian Italian club in the evening. Put it in 
your diary and join the celebration! The oppo-
site page shows a page from the first CMI 
newsletter to go to the State Library, and the 
first ever colour cover in 2005ðshortly after 
which we had the current one designed by 
Julie Hawkins. 

Speaking of anniversaries, this year is the 
60th anniversary of Ferrariôs last win against 
the Ford GTs in the 24 hours of Le Mans.ðas 
well as being the third year in a row that they 
have won outright. But between those victo-
ries was a 57-year dry spell. 

The story of  the 1965 win contains several 
stories of its own, and I have related a few of 
them.  

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

We have just come off the back 
of another great Lufra Hillclimb. 
There was a superb line-up of 
Italian cars being sent up the 
hill. We had Gary Lucas in his 
Abarth 130TC, Phil Blake in the 
OT1600, Chris Edwards in an 
immaculate Dino, 
Mike in the 
Ansaldo, myself 
in the Sud and 
our long-distance 
Victorian friend 
David Capponi 
with his Maserati 
coupe. 

A special men-
tion needs to go 
out to Omar Han-
san for all his 
hard work getting 
this event over 

the line. Due to new legislation, 
organising this yearôs event pre-
sented a challenge like no other 
in the past. But we got through 
thanks to the hard work of Omar 
and the committee behind him. 

Looking forward, we have a 
cryptic drive on September 28 
and then an evening at Hyper-
drive Kart Racing on October 
16. 

For sale 

 Tradequip rattle gun with battery, case 
and chargerð$100. Contact Philip 

Blake on 0409803316 
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Pages from history 

Thatôs one way of 
learning 

Back in 1993 a small advert was 
placed in the Mercury asking if 
anyone was interested in form-
ing an Italian vehicle club, with 
the first meeting to be held at a 
local restaurant. The advert was 
placed by John Di Martino, who 
not only was a longtime Alfa 
owner, but also owned Di Marti-
no Restaurant in Victoria St, the 
first meeting venue.  

In the late 1980s there had been 
a number of attempts to get up a 
Fiat/Lancia club, with posters at 
Autocraft etc asking if there was 
any interest from owners. But 
this never amounted to anything.  

But in 1993 enough people 
turned up to make it happen. An 
initial committee was formed ï 
Graham Mitchell, Norman Hen-
ry, David Mitchell and Phil 
Clark were on it, with several 
Ducati owners.  This first meet-
ing resulted in some social out-
ings leaving the K-Mart carpark 
for drives/rides to various loca-
tions, and publication of a news-
letter.  

The first newsletter was very 
simple, but with the formation 
of CMI, a better-quality club 
magazine, Veloce Nota resulted.   

A range of club apparel (hats, t-
shirts, stickers and the posters 
for the hillclimbs) all became an 
integral part of the club and its 
purpose: the promotion and en-
joyment of Italian cars.  Norm 
was responsible for both the 
design of the CMI logo and the 
naming of the club magazine.  
He was also instrumental in get-
ting the arrangements made for 
the initial hillclimbs and track 
events run by the club.  

It became obvious from the ear-
ly days that while the melding 
of cars and bikes was a nice idea 
in theory, it just didnôt work out 
ï hence the parting of the ways 
and formation of CMI and the 
Ducati ownersô club. We still 
supported each other early on 
for some social events, includ-
ing the first couple of annual 
displays on Parliament house 
lawns. 

Again, there was a shift in inter-
ests in CMI, so that it moved to 
a competition-based calendar, 
supported by a variety of social 
events, including the annual dis-
play and awards dinners. The 
first competition event CMI held 
was a hillclimb at the Water-
works (using the first couple of 
uphill sections that Targa used). 
However, while the event itself 
was a success, the locals were 
not supportive, so Norm investi-
gated and made all the arrange-
ments for the running of the An-
nual Collinsvale and Domain 
Hillclimbs thereafter. Both of 
these events are still being run 
today.   

In a sense the rest is history, and 
CMI is now in its 21

st
 year of 

existence.  

(Condensed from a 2015 story 
by Dave Mitchell) 

 
 

 

.  
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Flat outðLe Mans 1965 

Almost exactly 60 years ago 
there was a day or two in June 
when youôd have had trouble 
driving from Le Mans to Tours. 
There was a car race in progress, 
and part of the road you needed 
was now called the Mulsanne 
Straight.  

Fifty-one cars were entered for 
the 1965 Vingt-quatre heures du 
Mans, including 11  Ford-
engined entries, 12 Ferraris, sev-
en Porsches and six Alpine-
Renaults. Some of these were 
works cars ï 12 from Ford, out 
to avenge their 1964 debacle - 
and 11 from Ferrari ï keen to 
keep on winning. 

In the early stages, two of the 
seven-litre Ford GTs used their 
500 bhp to shoot into the lead, 
followed by two works Ferrari 
P2s. But then the Fords began to 
falter, and by quarter distance 
all the Ford GTs were out.  

The race then began to play out 
as it had for years ï with Ferrari 
up front. In this case they were 
filling the first five places as 
darkness came down. But there 
was a problem: the leading P2  
Ferrarisô new radially slotted 
disc brakes kept cracking, and 
Ferrari were reduced to scroung-
ing replacements from private 
Ferraris in the car parks! 

Among the remaining also-rans 
were a few Cobra Daytona 
coupes, a single 275 GTB Ferra-
ri and several Ferrari 250 LMs, 
including Dumayôs bright yel-
low private entry and a red one 
from the North American Rac-
ing Team (NART).  

The guy running the NART 
team was Luigi Chinetti, the 
North American Ferrari import-
er. And he was no ordinary team 
manager. He had won the race 
three times as a driver, and had 
given Ferrari its first-ever Le 
Mans win in 1949 in a Ferrari 
166M Barchetta.  

mined pace, and when the car 
started to give trouble both he 
and Gregory were keen to go 
home. At the same time as the 
works Ferraris moved into the 
lead, this pair found themselves 
in the pits with a dodgy distribu-
tor.  

Rindt had already packed his 
bags and was trying to get his 
road car out from behind the pits 
when it was announced that the 
distributor had been replaced. 
He was persuaded to get back in 

One NART was a prototype P2, 
and the other was a standard 
customer LM ï 3.3 litre V12, 
top speed about 304 km/h ï and 
the drivers were both Formula 
One men ï Masten Gregory and 
Jochen Rindt.  

Gregory, despite a lot of crashes 
and injuries early in his career, 
was now a smooth, fast sports 
car driver. Rindt was undoubt-
edly fast, but not yet disciplined. 
He did not enjoy plodding 
around in what he considered an 
uncompetitive car at a predeter-

Every picture tells a storyðand this one more than most, as the Rindt/Gregory 
Ferrari hurtles under the Dunlop Bridge
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P Blake (Pic Motorsport images) 

 

tervened, when a Dunlop on 
the yellow car blew on the 
Mulsanne straight at 300 km/h. 
Gosselin got the car and its 
mangled rear back to the pits, 
but by the time it was back on 
track the NART car was firmly 
in the lead. The winning mar-
gin was five laps, and the aver-
age speed for the whole race 
was 194.88 km/h.  

Of the 51 starters, only 14 fin-
ished. Five of them were Ferra-
ris, and they finished 1, 2, 
3,6,7. One Cobra Daytona fin-
ished, in 8th place. Porsches 
were fourth and fifth. 

And the little LM that won has 

just been sold by Sothebyôs to 

the Indianapolis Motor Speed-

way Museum (who owned it 

once before) for $AUD 55 mil-

lion. 

the car ï now seven laps down 
on the leader. (Thatôs over 90 
km at Le Mans.) However, he 
and Gregory agreed to drive 
flat out for the rest of the race 
ï probably in the hope that the 
car would break, and they 
could take the money and run.  

Le Mans legend Jacky Ickx 
later described them as driving 
ólike maniacsô ï but the little 
car refused to break, and they 
were lapping some five sec-
onds faster than the lead car. 

By the time all the Ferrari works 
cars had retired or run into seri-
ous trouble, they had worked 
their way up from 18th to second, 
behind the lead car, the yellow 
Dumay/Gossselin 250 LM from 
Belgium. 

It was suggested to Chinetti by 
Dunlop and Ferrari at this time 
that they might like to slow 
down and leave the Belgian car 
to win. This was because both 
Ferrari and  the Le Mans 
race were sponsored by Dunlop, 
and the NART car was on Amer-
ican Goodyears. Chinetti invited 
them to go away. Then fate in-

and this one more than most, as the Rindt/Gregory 
Ferrari hurtles under the Dunlop Bridge 
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Symmons Plains 6-hourðJM 

In early August Ian Wheeler 
asked me to drive with him in 
the Symmons Plains 6 hour. I 
had driven with Ian before in the 
Baskerville 1000 using his 
Hyundai Excel. Joining us 
would be fellow CMI member 
John Blake. Ian had done a fair 
bit of work to the Hyundai Excel 
since our last outing including a 
new Sparco seat, Autotecnica 
6pt harness and a flat-bottom 
steering wheel. These upgrades 
were put in place to speed up 
our pitstop time ï the old belts 
and seat and steering wheel 
making it very difficult and time
-consuming to get in and out 
quickly. 

The weekend began with prac-
tice on Saturday. I was asked to 
go out first and make sure the 
car was all OK. On my first fast 
lap the brake pedal went straight 
to the floor heading into the first 
corner, resulting in an off-track 
excursion. With a slightly 
bruised ego we got to work trou-
bleshooting potential issues. We 
bled the brakes and the pedal felt 
much better afterwards.  

John B then jumped in the car 
and got up to speed within a few 
laps. He put in some great times 
and we were very happy to have 
him in the team. Ian drove last 
and we then discussed setting a 
time we would all be comforta-
ble with.  

On a side note. The best time I 
achieved in the Excel that day 
was a 1:13.5. The Excel on 
street tyres still managed to lap 
over half a second faster than 
my Alfasud on semi-slicks. I 
now see why I havenôt been able 
to catch up to those pesky Ex-
cels! 

At the end of the day we did a 
final check over the car. Those 
checks were shortly interrupted 
by an electrical issue stopping 
the car from starting. Luckily 

some drivers who race Excels 
were at the track and soon came 
to the rescue.  After pulling 
apart the dashboard they found 
an immobiliser tucked away in 
the guts of the wiring. Fortunate-
ly, Ian had a fob to unlock the 
immobiliser. Unfortunately, it 
was back in Hobart. So that 
evening Ian went back home to 
Sorell to pick it up. 

After a very tense nightôs sleep, 
I woke up to a message on my 
phone from John B telling me 
that he had gastro and would be 
unable to drive. The previous 
day Darryl Bennett and Mary 
White offered their assistance if 
we needed anything. At 6:30am 
on Sunday I took them up on 
that offer and Mary put her hand 
up to drive. 

Mary hopped in the car for prac-
tice Sunday morning and did a 
fantastic job getting to grips 
with a car she had never driven. 
We would have liked to give her 
a bit more time in the car but 
before we knew it practice was 
over and the race was about to 
get under way. 

I was nominated to start. After 
two formation laps we were up 
and running. The first few laps 
were chaotic as cars slotted 
themselves into place. But soon 
I found my place and did my 
best to put in consistent lap 
times. After 30 minutes I came 

into the pits and Mary stepped in 
for her stint. Mary used all of 
her previous racing experience 
and put in some solid times to 
keep us in the mix results-wise. 
Ian was next in line to drive and, 
just like Mary, put in a solid 
stint. After Ian it was my go 
again, followed by Mary and Ian 
once again. Four hours into the 
race. I jumped in for my final 
stint. Heading into the hairpin 
just after exiting the pit lane, I 
went to brake and my foot went 
straight to the floor at 150kmh. 
Despite my best efforts to slow 
down I sailed into the sand trap 
and got bogged. After bringing 
out the safety car I got a tow out 
of the óKitty litterô and limped 
back to the pits. Back in the gar-
age the team got to work ASAP 
and soon found a fluid leak com-
ing from the right rear wheel. 
With some quick thinking from 
Darryl we had brakes again. 
Darryl had crimped the brake 
line using a pair of vice grips to 
block fluid going into the leak-
ing brake. Thanks to Darrylôs 
quick thinking we only lost 7 
minutes of track time. 

The vice grips held on for the 

following two hours and we 

crossed the finish line in one 

piece. While results didnôt go 

our way there was a strong sense 

of achievement in finishing after 

all the setbacks.  
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marshals. He also provided his 
vintage bus as a free spectator 
shuttle and an even more vintage 
tow truck for display.  

Roger was well embedded in the 
community, having been Rotary 

president, publican, bus line op-
erator and being involved in 
many other ventures.  

He will be missed, both by Ea-

glehawk Neck and by the Club.  

Vale Roger Self 

 A short time before the recent 
Lufra hillclimb, local identity 
Roger Self died. 

Roger was instrumental in the 
first Lufra hillclimbs, enlisting 
local Rotary members and bring-
ing his old tow truck to display 
and his early bus to transport 
spectators. 

Along with ex-Targa Tasmania 
competitor John Hamilton, Rog-
er approached the 500 Car Club 
in the 1990s about staging a hill-
climb on the road up to the look-
out.  

The event duly ran in 1997 and 
1999, but some competitors in-
sisted on ópractisingô before the 
event ï thereby annoying the 
locals and losing the eventôs 
good will with them. 

When Peter Derkley, then man-
ager of the Lufra Hotel, ap-
proached CMI in 2014 about 
reviving it, Roger threw himself 
behind the effort ï geeing up the 
local Rotary Club to provide 
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Lufra Results 
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