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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Event Secretary (Club Capitano)  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Graham Mitchell 

Robert Madigan 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

Nic Whyte 

Jason Winter 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $70  

Family $95  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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Happy new year to all members 
and their families. 

This issue has the second epi-
sode of Bill Freameôs modifica-
tions to Ian Maudôs Fiat X1/9 
competition car. Canôt find the 
right crankshaft? Design your 
own and get it made for you. 

Following the AGM we have a 
new committee, whose names 
are shown on page 1. 

John Madigan and I have both 
reported on a couple of motor 
sport events and there are three 
social events coming up: two 
displays and our barbecue.  

The picture on the right was tak-
en in the 1980s at the servo next 
door and shows someoneôs pride 
and joy. Anyone recognise the 
number? (Colour is added!) 

a 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

I am writing this on the last day 
of 2025. Looking back on 2025 
the year has been one of the 
more testing for the club. But we 
persevered and held two suc-
cessful Baskerville events and 
two Hillclimbs - all receiving a 
healthy dose of entries. We had 
some thoroughly enjoyable so-
cial events that took us all over 
the place.  

I look forward to seeing where 
Graham and others take us in 
2026.  

On my own front, I had my first-

ever car crash. During the Do-

main Hillclimb I smacked my 

poor Alfasud into the solid bank 

on the left-hand side up at the 

Water tower. Moral of the story:  

Some corners arenôt flat! 

Ciao  

John 

Thatôll buff out 
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Thatôs one way of 
learning 

 

A Bill Freame X1-9 engine 



4  2026 

 

A Bill Freame X1/9 engine 
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A Bill Freame X1/9 engine 
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A Bill Freame X1/9 engine 
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I. Bamsey, Race Engine technology 
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Sunday 11 January barbecue  

This will be a lunch, as Tolosa 
Park doesn't open until 10.30 am.  
We are at site 4 ( Blackwood). 
I am aiming to serve at 12 noon, 
and assistance in food prep/
cooking will be appreciated.  

Participants will need to bring 
own plates, cutlery  and cups or 
glasses. I shall organise the usual 

Uncollected polo tops will be 
brought along to the barbecue, so 
make sure to come if you havenôt 
got yours yet. 

Below are a photo and a map of 
Tolosa Park so you can find site 
4 (Blackwood). Donôt forget to 
bring cutlery, plate and glass and 
a chair.  

 

food and drinks. RSVP to me, 
Graham Mitchell. Text to phone 
is ideal. (0418 173 102) 

 There are benches inside, but 
bring chairs if you wish to be 
outside. We hope that Allen Van 
Dullemen can bring his enor-
mous barbie.  
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.My runs at the Baskerville His-
torics and the Domain Hillclimb 
could be summed up in a single 
word ï but as this is a family 
magazine Iôm not telling you 
what it is. The car lost a bit of 
performance at Baskerville ï 
like six seconds a lap ï and a 
good deal of my time at the 
track was spent either puzzling 
out what was wrong or overdriv-
ing to compensate.  

I decided that it was the front 
brakes sticking on, with possible 
help from the tyres. John Madi-
gan suggested the tyre problem, 
offered some Yokohamas and 
helped me with the quite tricky 
task of fitting the Alfa wheels to 
my car. My best time over the 
weekend was about 1.14 ï still 
three or four seconds off my 
bestðand I did it with my own 
tyres as well as with Johnôs. I 
think, however, that the Yokies 
made it easier. I could easily 

keep up with Rocky Carosiôs 4.2
-litre Jag, and a Mk 1 Lotus 
Cortina, but I couldnôt get past. 
Top speed on the straight was 
down to about 150 km/h, which 
was disappointing.  

Also Bruce Heron and I had a 
close encounter at the end of the 
straight, which resulted in me 
releasing the brakes, going onto 
the grass, hitting the 50-m brak-
ing marker and going into the 

runoff area at 140 km/h. This 
resulted in a bent air dam and a 
missing Dorian Transponderð
which luckily one of the offi-
cials found.  

Between the Historics and the 

Domain I had the front brakes 

reconditioned, but the bleeding 

was a bit sketchy. Luckily the 

brakes arenôt often required on a 

hillclimb! 

Bôville and DomainðPhilip Blake 

Overdriving to compensate é pics by Scott Bannister and Jamie Hanlon 

Alfa wheels, Yokohama tyres 

Into battle 
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The lead-up to the 2025 Basker-
ville Historics was a jam-packed 
couple of weeks . Not only was I 
busy preparing my green Al-
fasud but I was also helping Cal-
lan Thomas get his ex-Warwick 
Hughes Alfasud rally car ready. 
After a few late nights both cars 
were at the track on Thursday 
morning ready for four days of 
racing. 

Callan and I had both entered 
the regularity competition and 
the event began with two prac-
tice sessions on Thursday. In the 
morning session we took both 
Alfas out for practice. Unfortu-
nately, only one car finishedð
Callanôs had to be towed in with 
a flat battery. We fixed that, then 
took both cars out for the second 
session. This time both decided 
to go all óItalianôðCallanôs Sud 
(the óred carô) once again broke 
down after a couple of laps and 
mine was overheating and spew-
ing coolant all over the engine 
bay and windscreen.  

Practice continued on Friday and 
I came prepared with a fresh 
battery for Callan and a new 
radiator cap for my car. After 
fitting those components, we 
moved on to a more concerning 
problem. Callan had reported a 
gearbox whine, so we opted to 
change the gear oil. This proved 
difficult as the gearbox filler 
bolt was rounded over. After 
hunting down a six-sided socket 
(thanks Jason), we managed to 
undo it but not before I tore the 
skin off my knuckles. Once I 
was done giving Callanôs car my 
blood, I moved onto adjusting 
the front wheel alignment of my 
Sud. Earlier in the year I went 
from 4mm toe-out to 2mm toe- 
out to achieve slightly higher 
straight-line speed. However 
during Thursdayôs practice, the 
car was understeering badly and 
overworking the front tyres, so I 

returned to 4mm toe-out.  

After all that, we went out for 
our first practice session of the 
day. The green car appeared to 
be behaving itself and handling 
like its usual brilliant self, but 
the red car continued to be diffi-
cult and left Callan stranded 
halfway around the track. The 
fresh battery eliminated the pos-
sibility of an electrical issue, so 
we turned our attention to fuel-
ling. Callan whipped the top of 
the carbs off to unveil gooey 
muck clogging the fuel bowls. 
We gave it aa good clean out 
and put it back together hoping 
for success. After we dealt with 
the red troublemaker I moved 
onto the green machine. Happy 
with the front end, I shifted my 
attention onto dialling in the rear 
end. During my stint as Stewart 
Peacockôs co-driver in the 
Hyundai Excel endurance race, I 
had learnt how to make an Excel 
corner properly and applied 
these tricks to the Alfa, in the 
form of some 12mm wheel spac-
ers. With the help of Tim Craggs 
(the man responsible for teach-
ing me Hyundai Excel setup 

tricks), we were able to fit the 
12mm spacers to the rear hubs. 
Widening the rear track made a 
significant difference to the carôs 
handling. The rear would rotate 
beautifully, and the car felt di-
alled in like it never has before. 
Unfortunately, Friday afternoon 
didnôt result in much success for 
Callan, who continued to break 
down. After more troubleshoot-
ing, we discovered fuel was 
reaching one carb but not the 
other. My theory was that the 
pump was unable to feed enough 
fuel to both 44mm Webers, so I 
went home that night and took 
36mm Webers and hoses off my 
Alfa 33 wagon. 

Next morning, while Callan was 
busy filming the racing, I got to 
work fitting the smaller carbs to 
his car in the hope that it might 
solve our issue. Once the carbs 
were on, I fired the car up. It 
sounded much smoother and felt 
better than before. Feeling like 
we were onto a good thing, we 
went down to the dummy grid 
for our first competitive run of 
the weekend. Unfortunately, this 
first run was a disaster for both 

The green and the red 

The red car and 
the green car 
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John Madigan 

On the out lap, I was feeling 
very nervous. Not for my car but 
for Callanôs. We spent so much 
time on it over the last three 
days and this was our final at-
tempt.  Once the event started, I 
put that thought to one side, and 
focused on keeping up with Ja-
son Winter in his blue Datsun 
240Z. Much to my disappoint-
ment however, at the end of the 
second lap I saw a familiar sight 
coasting into the pitlane. Bug-
ger! I couldnôt think much about 
it however, as I had my own 
issuesðthe engine temp was 
rising beyond where it should be 
and I was very thankful when 
they waved the chequered flag.  

I was at the track bright and ear-
ly on Sunday and we opted to 
give up on the red Sud. Howev-
er, being a sucker for punish-
ment I went over to Phil Blake 
with some grippy Yokohama 

AO50s and spent longer than 
planned, playing on a yellow 
Fiat. I then took some drastic 
temp management measures on 
my car and removed the front 
grill and hard-wired the radiator 
fan on. This kept the car nice 
and cool and I got to the end of 
the event safe and sound.  

At the end of the event, I was 
happy with the setup gains I 
made on my car, but there was a 
lingering sense of disappoint-
ment that we couldnôt get Cal-
lanôs car working. While this 
was frustrating, it was great to 
see a car with so much CMI his-
tory back on track, and without 
the four days of testing we 
wouldnôt have found the prob-
lems we now know need fixing: 
a fuel tank flush, for a start. 

 

of us. Callanôs car broke down 
again, and I had a wheel come 
loose which made all sorts of 
alarming knocking sounds. The 
result sheet did not make for 
good reading. 

Once I re-torqued my wheels, I 
waited for Callan to return to the 
pits. Unfortunately, he had to be 
towed back again and being tru-
ly fed up, he submitted paper-
work to withdraw from the 
event. Unaware of this, I gave 
Dad a call asking if he would 
mind removing the fuel pump 
from my 33 and delivering it to 
the track. Thankfully, he was, 
and arrived a little later with a 
known working pump. I got the 
fuel pump fitted with around 
half an hour to spare and I spent 
that time convincing a reluctant 
Callan to re-enter the event. He 
eventually gave in and got back 
in the car for one last attempt.  

CMI pits: Mark Brooks on left, Bruce Heron on Right, Jason Winter not far away 

The red car making a cameo appearance ï pics by Scott Bannister and Callan Thomas 
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/Classic vehicle display 
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Italian car  show Launceston 
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Non-Urgent Ambulance 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Ambulance Private Pty Ltd 

Bookings: 1300 363 911 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
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