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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Event Secretary (Club Capitano)  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Graham Mitchell 

Robert Madigan 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

Nic Whyte 

Jason Winter 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $70  

Family $95  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

pblake@ozemail.com.au  

  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia


2  March/April 2026 

There hasnôt been a lot happening 
over the break, but by making a 
nuisance of myself I have managed 
to drag stories out of a few people.  

The Johns have been in the Bas-
kerville 1000, another John 
(Toigo) and Adrienne have been in 
Italy,and the OT1600 and I have 
been in Launceston at Festa Italia, 
where there was a really big dis-
play of Italian vehicles. I was go-
ing for the scruffiest presentation 
but they didnôt award it.  

I ran into Luigi Spangaro, Ennio 
Toscan and Alfio Rossetto, among 
others, enjoyed a good lunch with 
Chris and Geraldine and John and 
Adrienne, and the OT got me 
home by teatime with no trouble.  

Omar also turned up as passenger 
in an electric X1-9! 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

I have had quite a tumultuous 
year so far.  

I spent the vast majority of Janu-
ary chipping away at my 1986 
Alfa Romeo 33 wagon. The pro-
cess was briefly broken up by a 
thoroughly enjoyable Summer 
lunch organised by GM - Lots of 

great cars and interesting stories.  

In Feb I managed to fry the Re-
nault Clioôs electrical system 
just before the first round of the 
Tas circuit racing championship, 
leaving CMI representation up 
to Stewart Peacock and Chris 
Wiggins.  

On the organisation front all sys-
tems are go for our March hill-
climb/supersprint. If you are 
unable to compete we are al-
ways chasing volunteers to help 
out with officiating . 

More on this car later ... 
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Thatôs one way of 
learning 

Hey there! 

I'm Victor, I recently participat-
ed in your 30th anniversary 
event albeit with a French car. I 
had the Renault Megane 2 RS 
F1 (the blue one). What a fan-
tastic showing of cars, great 
event! 

This is perhaps an unusual re-
quest, but I'm hoping you might 
be able to help me connect with 
members with long-term, cur-
rently off the road, car projects. 
I wish to tell the stories of these 
projects through the medium of 
photography. 

I was very much into my auto-

motive photography over 10-15 
years ago (even had images/
writing in an automotive maga-
zine at one point) but became 
disillusioned with shooting the 
usual glamour car photos and 
largely gave it up. Recently 
though, I've started rediscover-
ing my creativity particularly in 
storytelling and I wish to ex-
plore and share the stories of 
projects hidden away in sheds. 
Many are years in the making, 
with many trials and testing 
times and sadly many don't get 
completed and their stories are 
never told. I want to change 
that. 

I will be shooting and sharing 
words and images to Instagram 
and this is not a commercial en-
deavour. I have a full-time job 
and this is a hobby.  

Why am I reaching out to your 
club? Because I love classic Ital-
ian cars! Such wonderful cars 
such as the Fiat 124 CC and 
Lancias. I'd love to share these 
stories - especially those inter-
esting projects that have been a 
long-term labour of love. 

Cheers, 
Victor Yuen 
+61 491 018 842 

 

Note from an enthusiast 

We all received this note by email just after the Parliament House Display. I wonder if anyone has contact-
ed Victor yet.   

If you have an unfinished project at the momentðand who doesnôt?ðit  would be an excellent idea to con-
tact Victor. For a start, if heôs coming to see your project it will make you tidy up its environmentðand it 
may even re-enthuse you to get into it.  

I have to confess to a certain level of self-interest here: if Victor takes pics and writes a story about your 
project, I will be happy to publish it in this magazine! 

The Editor 

Here's a photo I took 14 years ago. It looks pretty amateur these days, but hopefully 
it shows I'm not completely inept with a camera 
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Lancia Beta Spyder for sale 

 

Club member Preston Clothier is selling his Lancia Beta Spyder. Look at the detail! $39,000 negotiable.  

Details on CarSales: https://www.carsales.com.au/cars/details/1981-lancia-beta-manual/SSE-AD-
20038926/?gts=SSE-AD-20038926>sSaleId=SSE-AD-
20038926>sViewType=showcase&rankingType=showcase. 

https://www.carsales.com.au/cars/details/1981-lancia-beta-manual/SSE-AD-20038926/?gts=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsSaleId=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsViewType=showcase&rankingType=showcase
https://www.carsales.com.au/cars/details/1981-lancia-beta-manual/SSE-AD-20038926/?gts=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsSaleId=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsViewType=showcase&rankingType=showcase
https://www.carsales.com.au/cars/details/1981-lancia-beta-manual/SSE-AD-20038926/?gts=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsSaleId=SSE-AD-20038926&gtsViewType=showcase&rankingType=showcase
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Headline 
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Up in smokeðBaskerville 1000 

Despite getting a little racy at 
times I was hitting our nominat-
ed time and racking up more 
laps over our nearest competi-
tors. After my 40 minute stint I 
was given the óPITô signal and 
came in. When I came into the 
pit lane John B was suited up 
ready to take my place. After a 
quick driver change, John B was 
out on track and I took to the 
nearest chair.  

Kate, our timekeeper, then told 
me we were leading! Morale 
was highðfor about five 
minutes. To everyoneôs surprise, 
John came back into the pits, 
reporting brake failure. While 
we were gauging our situation 
the brake pad material caught 
fire and we soon had several fire 
crews hanging out with us. 
When we got the car back into 
the garage, we saw brake fluid 
pouring out from the front right 
brake caliper. Unfortunately we 
had no spare calipers and had to 
retire. 

For the first time in my motor-
sport ócareerô I had an over-
whelming sense of frustration 
and severe disappointment due 
to the DNF. I had not been in 
such a positive position and then 

would try my luck. To my sur-
prise I soon had a steady stream 
of cool air wafting into my hel-
met. A luxury Iôve never experi-
enced in a race car!  

Now nice and cool, we began 
the formation lap and before 
long we were racing! I was keen 
to get past the slower cars in 
front of me on the first lap so I 
could get some clean air. After 
an overtake around the outside 
of Turn 2 it was just me and 
team WD40 in a Mazda 323. 
We chased each other around 
for the first 40 minutes, often 
swapping spots.  

After multiple attempts at this 
event over the last couple of 
years we had high hopes all the 
pieces would finally fall into 
place. Chief organiser and team 
owner Ian Wheeler replaced his 
Hyundai Excel with a CE 
Mitsubishi Lancer - a car that 
has competed in the event be-
fore, and well regarded in the 
enduro world. Our drivers - Ian 
Wheeler, John Blake and I - 
were all on the same page lap 
time wise. After Saturdayôs 
practice we had nominated a 
time of 1:12. (Minimum time is 
1:10.) Ian floated the idea of 
dropping back to a 12.5, but we 
agreed to keep 12 flat given 
previous experience. 

Race day started with a 20-
minute practice session. I 
jumped in the car and drove a 
few laps to make sure  it was in 
one piece. We then went 
straight to dummy grid ahead of 
time to get towards the front of 
the 30-car field.  

Before the event started we 
were sent onto the starting grid 
and told to line up in rows of 
three. Being towards the front I 
was getting rather toasty while 
waiting for the grid to form be-
hind. I noticed the aircon button 
was in reach so I thought I 

In the lead and on the way to ... 

Complete brake failure and fire in the pits :Pics by Scott Glynn 
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John Madigan 

 
had it all taken away in an in-
stant. I soon came to my senses 
and accepted that thatôs just the 
way motor sport is sometimes, 
and the motor sport gods are a 
spiteful bunch.  

However, what I was feeling 
was insignificant compared to 
what John B must have felt. 
When the brakes failed John 
was heading towards Calvins (a 
fast downhill left-hander); our 
car hit the back of a Commo-
dore, who then hit a Ford Fal-
con. John was noticeably shaken 
by this. But Iôm hopeful we 
havenôt scared him off the team 
ðPlease stay with us, John! 

Comments from John Blake: óI 
had trouble getting going, and 
was about four seconds off the 
pace due to heavy trafficðand 
the brakes. But once I got some 
clear air I got a lap in the 12s.  

óNot long after that I was fol-
lowing this Commodore into 
Calvins, pretty close, and sud-
denly realised that the brakes 
werenôt going to pull me upð 
there was nothing there. A hor-
rible feeling, knowing I was go-
ing to hit. I didnôt realise until 
later that he then hit another 
car. No wonder he was annoyed 
with me.ô 

Burnt offerings to the motor sport gods. Doesnôt look 
like a lot of re-usable stuff in there.  

After the fireðblown seals and brake fluid 
everywhere. The left side was seized. 
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Ferrari factory tour 

After several weeks meandering 
around Northern Italy visiting 
family, as well as short trips to 
Austria and Venice, we set off in 
our Renault Clio down to Ma-

bourne, and had a receipt to 
prove it.  

Also in some areas they donôt 
allow pictures. We didnôt have to 
give up our phones, but we had 
to hand them over to be taped up 
so that pictures couldnôt be tak-
en!  

The visitors were divided into 
language groups, and we board-
ed the bus (itôs a big factory) 
with couples from America and 
South Africa. 

ranello for our Ferrari factory 
tour, scheduled for 15 Septem-
ber. 

Youôd think a factory tour would 
be fairly accessible, but it was 
notðalthough we were made 
welcome: food and drinks were 
served in the factory foyer before 
we set off.  But just owning a 
Ferrari didnôt get you in. We had 
to prove that a Ferrari dealer had 
serviced it. There isnôt one in 
Hobart, but luckily John had had 
a service at Zagame in Mel-

People in Maranello know which side their breadôs buttered on 

John and Adrienne ready to go 
No tubing these daysð

all monocoque 
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We saw the production line, 
with the cars creeping gradually 
through and growing from a 
bare chassis piece by beautiful 
piece until they joined the 
gleaming lines awaiting deliv-
ery. (Surprisingly few of which 
are red, so policies may have 
changed a little.) 

The engine assembly plant had 
long lines of V8s andV12s at 
various stages of construction, 
each one destined to end up un-
der the bonnet of something spe-
cial.  

The original factory is now the 
home of Ferrari Classiche, 
where Ferraris over 20 years old 
are checked over, restored if 
necessary and (possibly) issued 
with a óRed Bookô to show their 
authenticity. 

We were also allowed to visit 
the Formula One factory, where 
we saw the cars that had just 
come back from contesting the 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza. 
Leclerc had finished 4th and 
Hamilton 8thðnot what the 
Tifosi were hoping for.  

Swarming all over the cars were 
mechanics in neat red uniforms; 
and taking parts away to be X-
rayed and tested were techni-
cians in white lab coats. 

The museum was our last port of 
call. Here are displays of every-
thing Ferrari has achieved: on 
the road, on the water, but espe-
cially on the racetrack.  

. 

Adrienne Lucas  & John Toigo 

Above and below: nobody does curves 
like Ferrari 


