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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Event Secretary (Club Capitano)  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Graham Mitchell 

Robert Madigan 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

Nic Whyte 

Jason Winter 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $70  

Family $95  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

pblake@ozemail.com.au  

Or cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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When I started on this mag I 

didnôt have much to put in it. 

But as I worked on it, things 

turned upðmostly from inside 

my own head (although I didð

and often doðget an article 

from the President).  

So if you are dismayed by the 

number of pictures of my car or 

the number of stories about it, 

the solution is in your hands: 

write somethingðabout your 

own car, about a friendôs car, 

about a car you wish you had, 

about anything at all as long as 

itôs the kind of story you might 

like to tell someone. 

And if you say to yourself, óI 

canôt write éô your self will 

believe you, and you wonôt write 

anything. If, on the other hand, 

you say, óIôll have a bashô, you 

will be rewarded. As long as you 

have a story to tell, your óbash; 

will tell it. And if it needs more 

work, Iôll put the work in or 

guide you on how to do it.  

Even a photograph tells a story 

of its own, and if thatôs what you 

have Iôll gladly accept it.  

As an example, hereôs a very 

short, simple story, largely told 

with pics:   

If youôve ever helped me to push 

a car without an engine into my 

workshop youôll know how 

steep the apron is. And the hoist 

has a hump too.  

Solution? A $130 12V remote 

controlled Temu winch. Itôs un-

der the platform in front of my 

bench. See below and right. 

Send me some picsðand words 

too! 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Having spent the first half of the 

year dabbling on the dark side 

(French cars) I thought Iôd best 

get myself back onto Italian 

matters. Mid-April Phil Blake 

and I both raced the Abarth 

OT1600 at Symmons Plains - 

An experience that will stay 

with me for a good long while. 

To continue my Alfasud shenan-

igans Graham M and I collected 

one-and-a-third Alfa Romeos 

from Devonport. I look forward 

to more Italian shenanigans as 

the year goes on. 

John 
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Thatôs one way of 
learning 

For quite a while I have had 

trouble persuading the OT1600 

to handle. At least, I have been 

aware of it for quite a while. But 

I am starting to wonder just how 

long itôs been a problem.  

When I was at Winton in May 

last year, the car was all over the 

road. After trying to check the 

wheel alignment in the garage, 

Graeme Soden and I gave up. 

But we had suspicions that not 

every wheel was pulling its 

weight.. 

When I got home and had some 

more facilities I tried again. And 

the results made no sense. It 

seemed that the left rear wheel 

was incapable of reaching toe-

in.  

So I called in the cavalryðDave 

Paine at Aligntech.  

Dave confirmed what we feared: 

no matter how much adjustment 

was applied, the left rear was 

toed out.. 

If you have a rear-engined Fiat 

you will know why this is bad: 

they are supposed to toe in, for 

straight-line stability at least, 

and toe-out on one side is defi-

nitely  catastrophic if you want 

toðsayðgo around a corner.  

So Daveôs solution was to get 

me to extend  the slots that al-

low the left rear alignment to be 

altered.  

I think we had five trips to 

Aligntech altogether before he 

was able to get just under a mil-

limetre of toe-in on each side.  

In the very short distance that I 

have driven it on a racetrack 

since this breakthrough (about 

half of Symmons Plains, several 

times), it seems greatly 

improved.  

And in the ten or 15 laps he 

managed around Baskerville on 

the way to Symmons, John 

Madigan extracted a lap time 

three seconds faster than any-

thing I have achieved. 

Soðgiven that it was toed in 

beforeðwhere did the adjust-

ment go? I can think of two pos-

sibilities: I had a minor collision 

in the Baskerville Historics be-

fore last, on the left rear; and I 

also slightly distorted the frame 

of a bearing mount while trying 

to put in new metalastic bushes 

at the rear. Neither of these 

seemed like enough to badly 

affect the handlingðbut maybe 

together they did.  

Pic below left shows what we 

started with. Note 0.4 on left vs. 

4.7 on right! 

Outgrown toeðPB 
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For the past few months I have 
been fascinated by rear-engined 
Fiats. The reason is they are po-
lar opposites to the Alfasuds I 
have become used to (apart from 
being Italian and lightweight). 
The Alfasud is front-wheel-
drive with the motor hanging 
over the front axle. While the 
Fiat lump hangs behind the rear 
axle driving the back wheels. 

Fortunately for me our very own 
magazine editor Philip Blake 
just happens to own a rear-
engined Fiat. Not just any rear-
engined Fiat though: an angry 
one with a scorpion up the front 
and a 2L twin-cam at the rear! 

With the Symmons Plains His-
toric Sprints coming up on the 
calendar I asked Phil if I could 
have a go in the Abarth. Phil 
was happy enough so we both 
put entries in for the event. My 
first drive of the car came a 
week before. Phil and I pottered 
around the countryside while I 

got to grips with some of the 
quirks associated with this 
unique piece of engineering. 
Notably the race clutch separat-
ing the gearbox from the engine. 
It is savage and resulted in many 
stalls. 

A few days later I caught wind 
of a Baskerville practice day the 
day before the Symmons Plains 
event. Phil was trusting enough 
to let me to take the car out there 
and turn a few laps before we 
went up North. This is when I 

It could be Monza 

got to unleash the Abarth in an-
ger for the first time. Having 
been warned of the handling 
characteristics associated with 
the car I wasnôt expecting a par-
ticularly speccy lap time and 
approached with caution. How-
ever after my first few laps the 
car felt at home on the track so I 
started to push a bit. What I 
found is this Fiat isnôt slow 
through the corners like I ex-
pected. It simply requires a 
unique driving style unlike any-
thing I have ever driven.  

Heading into a corner I would 
hit the brakes hard lifting the 
rear up and digging the front 
wheels into the tarmac. As soon 
as the front axle bites I would 
aim the car towards the apex. 
After the initial turn in the front 
wheels were no longer of much 
use and it was down to pedal 
inputs to guide the car through 
the turn. Trail-braking was key 
to setting the car up for the cor-

 

It could be Monza 1966: the 
Kirkland Ferrari 312 and the 
Blake/Madigan OT1600 

Could be Monza againðMaserati 250F with OT 
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John Madigan 

ner. Then it was a case of apply-
ing full power, launching the 
little Fiat through corners like a 
catapult.  The result of this was 
some spectacular steering action 
and a lap time of 1:07.4 (less 
than a second off my Alfasudôs 
best time). After 15 laps or so I 
was comfortable in the car so we 
loaded up and headed up to 
Symmons Plains.  

Phil and I were looking forward 
to the event. On paper Symmons 
Plains suited the Abarth well 
with its long straights. The event 
was a unique one with the day 
split up into two parts. The 
course on the first half of the 
day started at pit exit and fin-
ished just after turn 6 (track map 
opposite). It was tremendous fun 
sending the car through the nar-
row pit exit. There was time to 
relax heading down the long 
straight before braking as late as 
you dare into the hairpin. Down 
the following straight the little 
Fiat was reaching near enough 
160kph before the braking zone. 
The car squirmed and wiggled 
as you passed each brake mark-
er. When the car feels stable 
enough you release the brake, 

turn in and accelerate as hard  as 
you can towards the finish line. 

The afternoon was spent driving 
in the opposite direction. Start-
ing at what is usually pit entry 
you fang it through turn 6 and 
onto the huge not-quite straight. 
It felt truly bizarre approaching 
the scenery from the opposite 
direction. Near the end of the 
straight there was a chicane that 
required careful navigation be-
fore the run towards the hairpin. 
The hairpin from the opposite 

direction is deceptively steep 
and tightens back on itself. The 
corner allows for very late brak-
ing. The trick I found was to 
overshoot the corner, rotate the 
car in the middle of the road and 
straightline the exit. I didnôt 
quite get it right on two of my 
three attempts as I kept missing 
second gear, but it felt great 
when I finally got the corner 
right. At the conclusion of the 
event I was able to walk away 
with a class win with Phil also 
on the podium. 

After spending a weekend driv-
ing the OT1600 I felt truly hon-
oured to be able to drive Philipôs 
creation at both tracks Tasmania 
has to offer. I was amazed just 
how capable and well set up the 
car is. For all the trouble itôs 
given Phil over the years, persis-
tence and clever engineering has 
resulted in one of the most capa-
ble and enjoyable (and unique) 
race cars I have had the pleasure 
of driving. While I was told I 
was fired after less than satisfac-
tory lap times I do hope one day 
I can drive a rear-engined Fiat 
again ï it was a truly amazing 
experience.  

(All-too-satisfactory lap timesð
Ed.) 

Rocky Carosiôs 
Jag shared our pit 

John checks whether his head still fits 
the helmet, while James Kirkland fet-
tles the Ferrari 
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Symmons Classic Sprints  

Above: Simon Froudeôs Porsche 

Above: Jeff Hindleôs FX 

Above: Sam Kirkland gets strapped in; and above right: Hand-made (like everything else!) sway bar 
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Pics PB, JM and Sienna Winter 

 

Jeremy Dyer in Randall LangdonôsGremlin  Mark Dilgerôs MGB 

Pleasingly, the OT wasnôt much slower off the line than the Ferrari! (We have video proof.) 

Team CMI: 
Jason was my 
óstrapperô all 

day 


