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Di stinguishing Fi

Distinguishing Fiat 850s

At a recent Committee meeting there was discussion about Fiat 850 models,
so | thought it might be worthy of an article in these hallowed pages.

There were four basic versions of the 850 - plus a myriad of adaptations and
special versions made in other countries outside of Italy and by Italian
coachbuilders.

The original was simply called the Fiat 850. A stumpy little
two-door, four-seater which replaced the tremendously
successful Fiat 600. Launched in May 1964, it had similar rear
-engined layout to the 600, but with an updated 843cc four-
cylinder engine which rotated in the opposite direction to the
600 motor. Here it was known as the Sedan if referred to as
more than just 850, but in Italy, it was the Berlina.

The 600 remained overlapping in production for another four
years as a low-cost model. The 850 brought with it a much
more modern style and driving characteristics. This model
sold well in Australia as a budget economy car.

Next, Fiat announced the 850 Spider and 850 Coupe, using
the same floorpan and running gear, but both wearing much more attractive,
up-to-the-minute bodywork. The Coupe was styled in-house, whereas Bertone
designed the open-top Spider.

Both gained front disc brakes with a few other mechanical tweaks and were
first shown at the 1965 Geneva Motor Show.

Only built in left-hand-drive configuration, the open top
Spider was never marketed in Australia.

Later in 1965 came the final iteration — Familiare (Station
Wagon in some markets) and van versions, with cab-over
design very much like a shrunken Volkswagen Kombi. The
Familiare was a passenger version, replacing the 600
Multipla, with three rows of seats, still using the same
mechanicals as other 850s. The van version was marketed in
Australia, but only sold in small numbers.

In 1968 some upgrades were offered. Most significant of
these was the 850 Sport Coupe, identifiable by twin taillights
and twin headlights on slightly longer ends, and featuring a
bigger 903cc engine among many other minor changes. In
Australia there was some overlap with both versions of the
Coupe being marketed simultaneously. Perhaps the new model slowed sales
of the Coupe, but for a year, both were available in dealerships here. And both
proved successful sellers in this country.

- l- - ’ The Spider gained the 903cc engine and some minor styling
g _ T changes at the same time.

s At the same time the basic 850 gained some upgrades
e V including the disc brakes and became the 850 Special.
‘.‘,

In 1971 the 850 Sport Coupe was updated, with the nose of
the car changed so that the headlight height complied with
new regulations. These cars were only made in 1971 and not
marketed in Australia.

A - _ Also worth mentioning here is the Lombardi Grand Prix — an
" 850-based two-seater sports car wearing steel bodywork by

[ This article was reprinted from Fiat Lancia Mani
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Francis Lombardi, an Italian coachbuilder. These were
imported to Australia in small numbers by an
independent importer (Formula 1 International
Motoring Pty Ltd, in Sydney) and sold through Fiat
dealers with normal warranty, though they were not
strictly Fiat cars. Perhaps as many as 50 were imported
and about a dozen sold in WA. They were quite
expensive and exclusive.

The 850 was replaced by the front engined, front wheel
drive 127 which, whilst successful in its own right, did
not form the base of a proliferation of models like the
850 had done. There was a four-year gap until the 127
came out in Australian showrooms. It sold here in much smaller numbers than the 850 had.

My 850 recollections

Back when | was a university student, in the early 1980s, 850 Sports became a favourite among fellow students. For
very little money, they offered a overtly sporty feel. Attractive body styling and interior design (two big instruments in
very Italian style) and a robust, high-revving engine made an appealing package. Unfortunately the rear-engine layout
and swing axles meant that most ended their days upside down at the hands of inexperienced drivers. Many of the rest
had engine fires... Rust, of course, took its toll too. Thus today they are real rarities.

In the hands of drivers who knew how to handle the cars, and often with sensible mechanical upgrades, an 850 Sport
could be a formidable little sporting car — with the Sadique brothers showing how effective they were in the early days
of our club’s competition events — winning just about

everything. r oy

The vans were always a rare sight here. The standard
850s had little to offer the enthusiast as the cars aged,
so few were given much love. | bought one back in 1983
only to discover that it was a Spanish built Seat Fiat 850,
which had a few differences over the Italian model — like
lay-back seats and a centre console and orange front
indicator lenses instead of clear. It had been imported
by British immigrants and presumably has long ago gone |-
to Fiat heaven. &

{ . 4
- _é ‘ 2 s
PR TRRT
e o S ar A M

Article and photos by Paul Blank

Fiat 850 in Australia

Model Year Price

850/850 Special 1965-1971 1965 $1698 (converted from pounds)
1971 $1932

850 Coupe 1966-1969 1966 $2435
1969 $2198

850 Sport 1968-1971 1968 $2335
1971 $2511

Lombardi 850 Grand Prix 1970-1971 1970 $4237

Photos—preceding page: Fiat 850 in the Museo della Automobile in Turin; A trade-in
850 Coupe at Regents Volkswagen in 1972 (photo courtesy State Library of WA);
Danny Sadique in his competition 850 Sport at Wanneroo Raceway in the early days
of the club.

This page: Yellow Lombardi 850 Grand Prix which has belonged to a couple of our
club members; Rod Randall in his competition-prepared 850 tackles a club hillclimb
back in the day.
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