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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Event Secretary (Club Capitano)  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Graham Mitchell 

Robert Madigan 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

Nic Whyte 

Jason Winter 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $70  

Family $95  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

pblake@ozemail.com.au  

Or cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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A new financial year has started, and to 
ócelebrateô Iôve been spending up on 
race gear: New suit, helmet, intercom, 
socks, HANS tethers, balaclava é 

It adds up; but it might save my life.  

Having said that, I have never seen a 
label save anybodyôs life, and the rea-
son I have to replace a perfectly good 
double-layer Nomex suit is that the la-
bel is out of date. Nomex does not dete-
riorate when cleaned or washed, and if 
it doesnôt get left out in the sun itôs 
practically indestructible. Mine has 
been washed on a woollens cycle every 
time I have used it. 

In other news, my new book óThat was 
Close!ô is coming out at the end of Ju-
ly. There will be launches in Hobart 
(Fullers), Burnie (Not Just Books) and 
Launceson (Petrarchôs). 

You may think youôve already read it, 
but this is an updated and largely mo-
torsport-oriented book.  It shares ver-
sions of the same stories, but the non-
motorsport ones have largely been re-
placed by car and motorcycle adven-
tures. 

The first 50-odd pages may look much 
the same, but the detail and flow are 
different. . 

It has eight pages of photographs, and 
is published by Affirm Press/Simon 
and Schuster. Price will be $36.99, and 
you may be able to get it for less than 
that at K-Mart, Big W etc. if the pub-
lishers can get it in there. (Or from me 
if they give me a decent discount!) 

Below is an extract from one of the new stories, from when I 
was the senior copywriter at Leo Burnett Advertising in Hobart: 

óItôs small, itôs Italian and the engineôs in the back.ô 

I had one embarrassing incident in the Lancia: coming 
back from a dayôs skiing at Mount Field with a friend, I lost 
it on the icy downhill road and ended up sliding gently 
backwards into a guidepost. When I described it to the 
chief instructor of the Institute of Advanced Motorists, his 
response was priceless: óOh, I donôt know, Philip. A less 
accomplished driver might have gone straight over the 
edge forwards instead of rotating three times and then go-
ing over backwards.ô 

In 1985 I also bought an early Fiat 600, fulfilling my prom-
ise to myself that I would get one in Tasmania and main-
tain it properly. When one of the account executives asked 
me what my new car was, I said ï knowing how account 

executives loved their 
status symbols ï óIôll 
give you a clue. Itôs 
small, itôs Italian and the 
engineôs in the back.ô 

His mouth dropped 
open as he imagined a 
Ferrari ï quite trendy 
with copywriters at that 
time. 

óIôm just off to lunch,ô I 
said. óIf you look out the 
boardroom window, 
youôll see it go past.ô 

And he did: a tatty blue-
grey Fiat with the sui-
cide door open and me 
waving from the driverôs 
seat. 

 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

The club has just come off the 
back of a successful mid-winter 
Baskerville hillclimb. The event 
ran smoothly with not even a 
hint of a holdup ï coming from 
a competitorôs view. This year, 
CMI teamed up with the 500 Car 
Club to create a points-scoring 
series called the 3 Hill Cup. The 
series took place at CMIôs two 
Baskerville hillclimbs and the 
500cc Backwards Baskerville 
hillclimb.  

Our collaboration has been an 
astounding success with each of 
the three events maxing out en-
tries. I can say that with confi-
dence, after looking at competi-
tor entries from our mid-winter 
Baskerville events over the last 
couple of years. Previously we 
tried different formats to attract 
numbers but the 3 Hill Cup has 
enticed the numbers weôve been 
chasing.  

 

Below are entrant numbers from 
this event over the past five 
years: 

2026 Hillclimb ï 50  

2025 Supersprint  ï 27  

2024 Regularity ï 22  

2023 Hillclimb  ï 31  

2022 Hillclimb  ï 34  
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Thatôs one way of 
learning 

 

3 Hill Cup montage 

Clockwise from top: The editor with just two of the many people who went faster; Some of the time-
keepers; Outright winner Moorey; Our treasured competition secretary Omar; Graeme Soden being 
typecast by the Dallara wing; and Graham laying down the law. 
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Scuderia Ferrari arrived at Cir-
cuit de Catalunya/Barcelona 
with eight upgrades for the two 
red cars. And they worked. 
Lewis Hamilton split the two 
Mercedes, only 6/100 sec. be-
hind Russell on pole. Leclerc 
might have done even better but 
he crashed in Q3 and ended up 
tenth on the grid. 

Off the line Russell was stand-
ing for no Ferrari shenanigans 
and chopped across in front of 
Hamilton, who promptly went to 
the outside of him on Turn 1 but 
thought better of it. He had 66 
laps, after all.  

Like a lot of others, Hamilton 
started on medium tyres; but he 
alone pitted as early as lap 8 for 
a set of hards. Russell, who had 
held his lead at around two to 
three seconds, correctly identi-
fied this as the first of three; 
demonstrating that extra capaci-
ty for thought that he and a 
small number of others have 
while driving a twitchy 1000-hp 
racing car. Russell himself pit-
ted on lap 13, Antonelli follow-
ing on lap 15.  

Forza Ferrari, Forza Luigi!  

 

Circuit de Catalunya/
Barcelona: its long, fast 
bends are notoriously 

hard on tyres 
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Philip BlakeðPics Scuderia Ferrari 

Hamilton now began putting in fast-
est laps, and by lp 23 he was sec-
ond, with a two-second gap to Rus-
sell in front. 

Five laps later Hamilton pitted 
again for mediums, and continued 
driving fastest laps. The Mercedes 
pair then began squabbling, which 
must have worried their pit, as 
Hamilton took advantage of it to 
close up. A few laps later Russell 
and Antonelli pitted again, and 
Lewis was in the lead.  

When Russell emerged from the 
pits he soon found himself behind 
Leclerc, and Leclerc kept him there 
for a while before pitting himself.  

On the very next lap Alonsoôs As-
ton Martin expired and brought out 
a yellow flag. Hamilton missed the 
pit on that lap but on the following 
one got a cheap stop for a set of 
hards and came out still in the lead.  

Lewis now had the best tyres and a 
clear track and began to extend his 
lead ï helped on lap 61 of 66 by 
another Mercedes squabble. This 
ended with Antonelli in the lead, 
but he didnôt hold it for long as his 
engine expired ï the end of his run 
of good luck and reliability.  

Leclerc speared off the track on lap 
63 with no hydraulics, and limped 
back to retire the car.  

At the end of 66 laps Hamilton had 
a 19-second lead over George Rus-
sellôs Mercedes, so he would have 
won on sheer pace and good strate-
gy even without the cheap stop. It 
was over two years since his last 
win; it was his first Grand Prix win 
for Ferrari; it was his seventh win at 
Catalunya; and he led the first all-
British podium (Hamilton/Russell/
Norris) since 1968 (Hill/Stewart/
Surtees). 

Not a dry eye in the house. We cel-
ebrated with pasta Bolognese. I 
now know about pasta Modenese, 
so itôll be that next time!  

 

 

Victory 106ðand 
maybe the sweet-
est. 

 Below: Clever 
strategy and great 
pit work were a 
big help. So was 
raw speed. 
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Distinguishing Fiat 850s 

[This article was reprinted from Fiat Lancia Mania, the magazine of the Fiat Club of Western Australia] 
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Paul Blank (Reprinted from FLM) 
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Vale Dave Dungey 

Dave passed the chequered flag 
for the last time on 13 June. He 
had been unwell for several 
years ï which is a long time. 

We have lost a very clever and 
innovative engineer, who was 
also a real enthusiast, ready to 
help anybody he liked and have 
fun doing it. And as far as I 
could tell, he liked or tolerated 
everybody. 

I first came across Dave when 
our Honda S600 was up on the 
hoist at Mozzaôs place in 
Moonah for pre-Targa scrutiny 
in 1994. My driver Ian and I 
knew almost nobody, so we were 
just standing back. Then Dave 
and his Lucalia co-driver David 
Ayers appeared. Dave went 
straight under our car to have a 
look at its highly modified sus-
pension and rear end, and ex-
claimed, óWhat a beaut little jig-
ger this is!ô 

Later we would come to know 
each other better: he acted as an 
instructor on a number of our 
driver training days, and had the 
instructorôs knack, not only of 

and Graeme Soden teamed up to 
build the Meerkat ï with V12 
Jaguar engine ï and he worked 
on a vast number of cars improv-
ing their handling, their body-
work or their build quality. Then 

seeing what people were doing 
wrong, but knowing what they 
could do to fix it. Sounds easy 
but not everyone can do it. He 
even levered his very tall frame 
into the Piglet at Symmons 
Plains with Michael 
Blake driving it, and 
they were very obvi-
ously having a lot of 
fun. 

He had a long career 
as a car builder and 
racer, and I was with 
him in the pits at 
Baskerville on the 
day when he won his 
first race in the Dun-
gey Lancia ïa 
CanAm style sports 
car with a Lancia 
Beta engine and 
gearbox behind the 
driver.  

Before that he had 
built a D-Type Jagu-
ar and the King Is-
land Jaguar 
(unkindly known as 
the Weeties packet, 
but very quick). He 

Dave (Riley, left) and John Caire (Ausford, right)at 
Baskerville 

The Riley through the back window of the 
truck en route to Winton 


