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Commissione 

Presidente  

John Madigan 

Ph:0432 877 181 

E: john.t.madigan05@gmail.com 

 

Segretario  

David Button 

E: david_button@hotmail.com 

Tesoriere  

Allan Van Dullemen 

E: avandull@hotmail.com 

 

Event Secretary (Club Capitano)  

Omar Hasan 

Ph: 0419366050 

E: omar@technologycontracting.com.au 

 

Direttore/Editore  

Philip Blake 

Ph: 0409803316 

E: pblake@ozemail.com.au  

 

Membership  

Robert Madigan  

Ph: 0402 628 652  

E: robert.m.madigan@gmail.com  

 

Membri del Comitato 

Peter Lowe 

Graham Mitchell 

Robert Madigan 

Stewart Peacock 

Tristan Roberts 

Nic Whyte 

Jason Winter 

Segretario sociale  

Graham Mitchell 

Ph: 0418 173 102  

E: grahammitchell666@gmail.com 

 

Enquiries 

For information on the club and  

general enquiries call any of the  

above members, or visit our  

Web Site: www.cmitas.org 

Or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia  

 

Address general correspondence  

and enquiries to:  

The Segretario  

Club Motori Italia Inc  

PO Box 514  

North Hobart 7002  

or email  

clubmotoriitalia@gmail.com  

 

Advertising rates  

1/4 page $7.50 per issue  

1/3 page $10.00 per issue  

1/2 page $15.00 per issue  

Full page $25.00 per issue  

 

Full yearly Membership fees:  

1 January to 31 December  

Social $45  

Motorsport/Competition $70  

Family $95  

(2 adults + kids under 18 -  

Family rate allows up to two  

competition members.)  

Note: Applicants who wish to  

join part-way through the year  

will be charged a pro-rata  

membership fee based on the  

number of months left in the  

membership year. See the  

application form for details.  

 

Meetings 

Southern members meet on the  

final Tuesday of each month,  

January through to November,  

at the Civic Club, 134  

Davey Street, Hobart.  

The committee meeting is held  

between 6.30-8.00 pm. Drop in 
any night.  

CMIôs AGM is generally held at 
7 pm on the last Tuesday of  

November at the Civic Club,  

Hobart.  

 

 

All contributions to Veloce  

Nota are welcome and when  

published earn points towards  

the Clubman of the Year  

Award.  

 

Please send all letters and  

contributions to The Editor:  

pblake@ozemail.com.au  

Or cmi.editorial@gmail.com  

 

Disclaimer  

While every effort is made to  

ensure the accuracy of the  

information, advice and  

responses in this newsletter,  

neither Club Motori Italia Inc  

nor its officers or members  

accept liability for any loss or  

damage arising. 

CMI Life members: 

Norman Henry 

Graham Mitchell 

David Mitchell 

Steve Caplice 

Rob Madigan 

Tristan Roberts 

Dave Button 

Peter Lowe 

Philip Blake 

Allan Van Dullemen 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
clubmotoriitalia  

https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
https://www.facebook.com/clubmotoriitalia
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Welcome to the September/October issue. As I 
mentioned in a general email, I was planning to 
do this with a different publishing program ï 
Affinity.  

It turns out that Affinity is effectively  a combi-
nation of InDesign, Adobe Illustrator and é 
some other high-powered design program. This 
makes it a good but fairly daunting program to 
learn: having started on producing this mag with 
it I changed horses in midstream and re-started 
in Publisher for the last time.  

Sorry for the delay. Youôll notice a lot of posters 
for events; the reason for this is that they come 
over my desk all the time and I save them up for 
the appropriate issue. And this is the one where I 
needed to publish the bike show on 19 Septem-
ber, the convertible display on 3 October, the 
Baskerville Historics on 16-18 October and the 
Ulverstone car/bike show on 2 November. 

By the time you get this I will be either at or just 
back from the Snowy River Sprint around Lakes 
entrance/Orbost/Buchan, in which I will be co-
driving a 924 Porsche Turbo. We will also be 
doing the Great Tarmac Rally in October ï also 
in Victoria ï and then Targa Tasmania in No-
vember. If you noticed my new helmet, suit and 
HANS at Lufra, the above is the reason for it.  

Thanks to my two main contributors John Madi-
gan and Alastair Watson.  

 

 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Presidential Patter 

Blakeyôs Bit 

Our most recent Lufra Hillclimb was a turning 
point for the club. We invested a substantial 
amount of money to future-proof the event for 
years to come. This included a brand new traffic 
management plan, lots of signage and a new lunch 
format to bring everyone down to the hotel. This 
was a monumental effort to get off the ground and 
I want to send a special shout out to Omar for all 
his work making the event happen. 

Our next outing is a social drive on 11 October. 

Pic to the right shows Hamish Elliot looking 

proud after we got bogged. See story! 
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Thatôs one way of 
learning 

 

Sat  19 and Sun 20 Sept 
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The weekend following the Do-
ver Rally I found myself in the 
driverôs seat for round 3 of the 
Tasmanian Circuit Racing 
Championship (TCRC) at Sym-
mons Plains. For those unaware 
I have been campaigning a Re-
nault Clio in the Improved Pro-
duction Championship. Heading 
into round 3 the car was rocking 
some new upgrades. Most nota-
bly a pair of Brembo brake calli-
pers bolted to the front hubs to 
help reduce brake wear. 

I had hoped to get out to Basker-
ville to test my new upgrades in 
the weeks before the event. Un-
fortunately, due to the installa-
tion of a new gravel trap at Bas-
kerville, all southern practice 
days were cancelled. 

After a frantic Friday getting 
everything ready for the week-
end I made the trek up North, 
with Alex Kehl to keep me com-
pany. With no testing behind me 
I gingerly set out for a short 
practice session on Saturday 
morning. At the conclusion of 
practice I was very pleased eve-
rything worked as expected with 
no unwelcome surprises.  

Next up was Qualifying. This is 
when the weekend gets serious. 
Up against my little Renault 
were the Toyota 86s of Bennett 
and Creed, Bayles in a lap-
record-setting Honda Civic and 
Bellchambers in a Peugeot 206 
GTI - plus a few over-2L cars to 
mix things up. After pounding 
around the track for 15 minutes 
I managed a lap time good 
enough for 3rd in class. Splitting 
the two 86s. 

Race One I had a strong start 
and rose to P2. Towards the end 
of lap 3 while battling Creed I 
missed the brake pedal and gave 

the car a burst of acceleration 
through the braking zone result-
ing in the car sailing off into the 
outfield. This not only hurt the 
ego but gave Darryl a free posi-
tion. 

Race Two I started behind both 
86s. After an ok start I found 
myself ahead of both Toyotas 
but behind Bellchambersô 
Peugeot. Coming out of the hair-
pin I lined myself up for a nice 
slipstream only to miss a gear 
and have to wait an extra lap to 
get past. Once I finally passed 
the Peugeot, the Toyota boys 
were right behind me. Creed 
didnôt waste any time getting 
past - and soon after Darryl too 
found a way around. 

Race Three on Sunday morning 
brought an exceptionally slip-
pery track due to an overnight 
downpour. This combined with 
a setup change in the rear of the 
car gave me high hopes. I opted 
to launch the car in second gear 
to get some traction out of the 
FWD platform. This worked an 
absolute treat and I took four 
positions before the first corner. 
Down the following straight the 
powerful over-2L cars shot back 
past me but the rear-wheel drive 
Toyotas had a shocker of a race 
- one spinning and backing into 
the wall and the other just spin-
ning. I finished that race com-
fortably the second-fastest under 
2L car in the field behind the 
untouchable Honda. 

Race Four was also a success. 
By this stage the track was dry 
but the Toyotas had plenty of 
traffic to clear before they could 
catch me. I did my best to keep a 
gap to Creed behind but come 
the second-last lap he was close 
enough to launch an attack. Af-
ter a hard-fought battle I just 

What could possibly go wrong? 

pipped him across the line to 
hold onto P2. 

The fifth and final race was the 
most hectic. I had another strong 
start and put some distance be-
tween myself and the Toyotas. 
After a couple of laps, however, 
I found myself ganged up on by 
the Toyota boys. Going through 
the sweeper at 180kph I had 
Creed on my right and Darryl 
tucked in behind ready to 
pounce. With all three cars so 
close it was a game of chicken 
entering the braking zone. To 
the amusement of Alex, who 
was flag marshalling, all three 
of us well and truly outbraked 
ourselves. Creed braked around 
15 metres too late and sailed 
straight off the circuit. I had a 
spectacular lock-up and only 
just kept it on the black stuff. 
While Darryl I can only assume 
out of sympathy thought he 
would overshoot the corner and 
join the other Toyota in the out-
field. This gave me an oppor-
tunity to escape the Japanese 
attack and importantly allowed 
Darryl in front of young Creed. 
If Darryl could keep Creed be-
hind that would give me just 
enough points to finish ahead of 
the Toyotas for the weekend. 
The wily old fox didnôt disap-
point: with his 40 yearsô experi-
ence the young ôun couldnôt find 
a way through. Come the podi-
um celebration I was over the 
moon to finish ahead of such 
capable machinery and drivers. 

 

Photos courtesy of Callan 

Thomas. 
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John Madigan 

  

What could possibly go wrong? 

Well, since you ask ... 

 é and the President comes out of it probably better than he deserves! 
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Saturday 3 October 
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Storm Hill SprintðJohn Madigan 

Since 2021, gravel rallying has 
been held exclusively in the 
North of the state. In 2026 it 
returned to the south of the state 
courtesy of the 500 Car Club. 
Hamish Elliot and I have been 
competing  in a Hyundai Getz in 
the Tasmanian Rally Champion-
ship (TRC) and were looking 
forward to a rally close to home. 
The rally was named Storm Hill 
Sprint and circulated around the 
hills behind Dover. The event 
was made up of eight special 
stages held over two sections of 
road, each road used in both 
directions.  

I met Hamish at Dover District 
school (Rally HQ/service park) 
well before sunrise, and with all 
other competitors headed out for 
recce. After recce and driversô 
briefing it was time to strap our-
selves into the Getz.  

While transiting to the first 
stage of the day we some-
how bottomed out and 
ripped a flexi joint off the 
exhaust. An inconvenience 
that would have unexpected 
consequences. With the 
newly modified exhaust 
system we turned the inter-
com up to the max and I 
shouted the pace notes as 
Hamish navigated the slip-
pery forestry roads. We sur-
vived the first stage and 
were happy enough despite 
the aforementioned exhaust. 
On our way to the second 
stage, however, the wind-
screen wipers packed it in, 
making visibility a bit lim-
ited. We both swallowed a 
brave pill and set off for 
Special Stage Two - we 
didnôt get far though. 

A couple of kilometres into 
the stage we hit some mud, 
locking the front wheels 
and stalling the engine. 

With the front wheels no longer 
turning we lost all steering and 
slid sideways towards a steep 
embankment lined with trees. 
Luckily we didnôt go down said 
embankment and kept out of the 
trees. We did however find our-
selves bogged in a rather precari-
ous spot. We looked on helpless-
ly as each car following us 
slipped and slid towards our sta-
tionary Getz.  After getting 
dragged out of the bog we gin-
gerly drove back to the service 
park. It took so long for us to get 
back to the service park we were 
sent straight back out for a sec-
ond run through the forest. This 
time the rain set in and the sun 
hid behind the hills.  

With a great deal of caution we 
navigated the two stages with a 
very blurry windscreen. When 

we arrived at the service park 
for the second time we delved 
into the Korean electrics but 
were unable to find anything 
obviously wrong. With night 
fast approaching and the rain 
settling in we thought it best to 
fill in the retirement form and 
withdraw from the event. 

A day later I was sent a photo 

from Hamish which made all 

our electrical gremlins clear. 

The exhaust was ripped clean 

off from the bottom of the mani-

fold. Just beside the new ex-

haust exit point was a very burnt 

section of wiring loom which 

just so happened to be going to 

the wipers and lights. All fun 

and games é apparently. 
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B,ville Historics 16-18 October 
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1st outright and 1st Early Modern: Angus Milneð2005 Mazda 3 

2nd Outright and 1st Classic: Donald Frazerð1958 MGA 

3rd Outright and 1st Modern: Byron Saundersð2016 Subaru WRX 

Winning Team: óBest of Britishô - Fracer/Dilger/Howie, all MGs 

Best Italian: Mark Northwood, Alfa GTV6 

 (The editor came last in this division, and in Classic) 

Pics from CMI Facebook page. Thanks to photographer(s) 

Lufra Regularity Hillclimb 
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Lufra regularity hillclimb results 
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Ulverstone 2 November 


